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BRUNEI 


BRIEFS 


PARTICIPATION IN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENT--NZPA--Kuala Lumpur--Brunei is 
interested in joining the Five-Power Defence Arrangement, the regional 
defence grouping made up of Britain, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore and 
how Zealand, a Malaysian defence official said. General Ghazali Che Mat, 
chief of the Malaysian defence forces, said Brunei's participation would 
enhance the security and stability of the region and contribute to defence 
cooperation between Malaysia and Brunei. [Text] [Auckland NEW ZEALAND 
HERALD in English 20 Jul 87 p 1] 


CSO: 4200/777 








FIJI 


MILITARY DENIES ASKING FOR U.S. ARMS 


Suva FIJI SUN in English 18 Jul 87 p 1 


[Text] 


THE Royal Fiji Military Forces last night denied seeking mili- 
assistance from the Americans in Hawaii — but announced 
Malaysia had been asked to train Fiji soldiers. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Pio Wong made the Malaysian disclosure 
after he, five other army officers and Government officials 
headed by Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, returned home on Thurs- 
day after seeking new trade markets in South East Asia. 


But Lt-Col Wong denied speculation that the mission was rebuffed by the 
Americans when it sought military assistance from the American Pacific 
military and navy command on Oahu island. Hawaii. 


tier of Hawaii's leading presidential waiver of the 
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FIJI 


TAUKEI MOVEMENT PLAN TO BURN SUVA AIRED 


Suva FIJI SUN in English 19 Jul 87 p 1 


[Text] 
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INDONESIA 


GOVERNORS DENY REPORTED FOOD SHORTAGE 
Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN in Indonesian 23 Jun 87 pp 1, 12 


[Article: "Governors Object to Their Regions Being Called Food Distressed 
Areas" ] 


[Text] Jakarta, 23 June--Ben Mboy governor of NIT (East Nusa Tenggara), and 
H. Gatot Soeherman, governor of NIB (West Nusa Tenggara), said the drought in 
their areas was not causing any problems and they should noc yet be classified 
as “food distressed" areas. 


A PEMBARUAN correspondent from Mataram reported that Gov Gatot Soeherman said 
that the 1987 drought which caused rice harvest failure in a portion of the 
NTB were worse than the 1983 drought. However, the current situation is 
still not disturbing. "We are accustomed to experiencing a drought," he said. 


He added that the KABULOG's [chief of the Logistics Bureau] announcement in 
early June that the bureau would send 2,000 tons of rice to aid NTB was 
offensive to the officials there. "It sounded as though NTB again was stricken 
with a food shortage," the governor revealed. 


Meanwhile, a PEMBARUAN newsman from Kupang reported that NIT Gov Ben Mboy was 
unhappy with the many central officials who came to his region after the 
question of NIT being a food distressed area was discussed in the 3 June 
limited cabinet session on the EKUIN [economics, finance and industry] field. 
"I do not like my region to be frequently inspected by officials from the 
center. I know what I have to do," Ben Mboy said. “All information should 
not be taken at face value, including that which comes from regents. My 
regents are weird. When one heard some areas obtained aid, he also requested 
it. And this is what is wrong with regents. Sc, the governor's information 
serves as a guide,” Ben Mboy asserted. 


No Food Distributed Yet 


To date the East Nusa Tenggara (NTT) Logistics Depot has distributed no food 
under a special operation to the seven regencies, especially the East Sumba 
Regency which has been declared a food distressed area, since no request has 
yet been made for such distributiun by the NIT regional government. Moreover, 
the regional government declared that no distribution was needed at this time 








because there would be no threat of a food shortage until August or September. 
There is no food shortage now, and market operations wili be carried out only 
in August or September. 


In a meeting with Dr Eng Beddu Amang, M.A. [master of arts] on Monday [22 June] 
in Kupang, chiefs of Sub-DOLOG (logistics depots) in NTT, in particular, those 
from the seven regencies, added that the food shortage which occurred in the 
area was merely a rice shortage. Other commodities such as secondary crops, 
coffee, and others were still available. By selling these commodities, the 
local inhabitants can purchase rice. So, the people still have some purchas- 
ing power. Moreover, the price of rice is still stable and lower than that set 
by the Logistics Affairs Agency, namely, 400 rupiahs per kilo. 


6804/ 13046 
CSO: 4213/95 











INDONESIA 


GOLKAR, ABRI TO SHARE REGIONAL COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 27 Jun 87 p 15 
[Article: “Speakers of the DPRD; To Be Autonomous”) 


[Text] An agreement has been reached. DPRD [regional legislature) 
speakers do not have to be ABRI [Indonesian Armed Forces] officers. 
Except in several regions considered to be trouble spots. 


The story on the results of the 1987 general election has not yet ended. After 
members of the DPR [Parliament] were ascertained, a problem arose as to who 
would be candidates for DPRD speaker positions in Levels I and II regions. The 
question was discussed in a meeting held in Jakarta by ABRI and GOLKAR 
[Functional Group] leaders not long ago. It was agreed that the posts of 
Levels I and II DPRD speakers did not have to be held by ABRI personnel but 
could be held by GOLKAR members. 


"The agreement, of course, was made. However, the details will be made known 
later, that is, after all of the members of the councils are installed,” 
Sudharmono told Monaris Simangunsong, a TEMPO reporter, when the GOLKAR DPP 
[central executive committee] general chairman visited Aceh, North Sumatra, 
and Riau at the end of last week. The visit was made to express gratitude to 
the people of that region who gave GOLKAR its victory. 


The agreement was made last month. A participant in the meeting said, "We 
came to this conclusion to eradicate the view, especially in the eyes of other 
countries, that we are a military nation. In addition, it was entered into so 
that GOLKAR could be more autonomous. This concept has been bruited about 
since 1985. There had to be a long discussion of this concept since arrange- 
ments had to be made for ABRI officers who were prepared to be DPRD speakers 
but now had to change course. “However, DPRD speakers will continue to be 
ABRI personnel in trouble-spot regions," this source said. One of the trouble 
spots is the DKI JAYA [Greater Jakarta Special Capital Region], the only one 
which is a Level I region. The others are Level II regions: three in Aceh 
and one in Madura. In these regions GOLKAR lost the election or won by only 

a small margin of votes. Apparently the four regencies are Aceh Besar, Pidie, 
North Aceh, and Sampang (Madura). 


For Zulkkifli Hanafiah, age 45, vice chairman of the GOLKAR DPD [provincial 
executive committee], who is also deputy speaker of the North Aceh DPRD, it 








does not matter whether the speaker of the council is a civilian or an ABRI 
officer. “What is important is how knowledgeable that leader is about Aceh 
as a whole,” he said. Another requisite, of course, is whether the candidate 
will be accepted there. 


For Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, the GOLKAR secretary general, these are not 
problematical requisites. They, meaning the people of the region, “know that 
the ABRI can be accepted by everyone." Also, ABRI usually has maturely pre- 
pared those of its members who are to sit in legislative institutions. 


6804/ 13046 
CSO: 4213/95 














INDONESIA 


NU FIGURES SPEAK AT SUKARNO'S DEATH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 22 Jun 87 pp 1, ll 


{[Article: "15,000 Visit Sukarno's Grave in Blitar, Everyone Has the Right 
To Maintain the Ideals of Sukarno. Jusuf Hasjim Says We Are His Pupils in 
Regard to Patriotism and Nationalism"] 


{Text] Blitar, Sunday [21 June], MERDEKA--Bung Karno belongs to the Indonesian 
people and not just to the PDI [Indonesian Democratic Party]. Therefore, 
everyone has the right to maintain his ideals and to look up to him as a great 
man, remarked K H [honorable pilgrim] Jusuf Hasjim, consultative general 
chairman of the Nahdatul Ulema Board (NU PB [Muslim Scholars Organization 
Board]), told MERDEKA on Saturday evening in Blitar, East Java, when asked why 
the NU this year took the initiative to hold and to sponsor Bung Karno's 17th 
"haul." 


The “haul” (anniversary of the death of an important person), the holding oi 
which was initiated by the NU, was held on Saturday evening at the home of 
Bung Karno's older sister, the late Mrs Wardoyo. The ceremony was attended 

by Rahmawati Soekarnoputri, the daughter of Bung Karno, as well as by a number 
of leading members of society and hundreds of NU ulemas from West, Central 

and East Java and Jakarta. During the 2-day haul ceremony, more than 15,000 
visited Bung Karno's grave in Blitar. 


When asked again why he said Bung Karno did not belong to the PDI, Jusuf 
Hasjim, who also is the director of the Tebu Ireng Boarding School in Jombang, 
asserted that for a number of years in the past there has been a strong notion 
that Bung Karno belonged to the PDI. 


"This notion must be dispelled immediately because Bung Karno really belongs 
to no particular group," he said seriously. 


In his discourse at the haul ceremony, Jusuf Hasjim repeatedly stressed that 
Bung Karno did not belong to any particular group but rather belonged to every- 
one. The same thing was stressed by Rachmawati who spoke for the Bung Karno 
family. 


This year the haul ceremony was conducted on a grand scale. It was attended 
by hundreds of ulemas, particularly those from the Blitar environs, as well as 
directors of religious boarding schools in East Java. 


10 








In his address, Jusuf Hasjim noted that the haul was a ceremony customarily 
held by Muslims who belonged to the Ahlul Sunnah Waljamaah sect. Aside from 
commemorating the history of the struggle of a leading figure who had died, 
the haul ceremony was also a friendly gathering of Muslims and at the same 
time was held to maintain the aspirations of Bung Karno's struggle. 


“Because we are pupils of Bung Karno in regard to patriotism and nationalism," 
Jusuf Hasjim said. This was received with applause from the hundreds of 
visitors who had gathered in the yard of Mrs Wardoyo's home. 


Courageous 


On the other hand, Haji Mabub Junmaidi, NU executive board vice chairman, who 
was the second speaker at the Bung Karno haul ceremony, recounted the steps 
taken by Bung Karno and told of his conduct both before independence and after 
he became the president of the Republic of Indonesia. 


"There no longer is any doubt that Bung Karno was a great man. This was 
evident when he appeared to defend himself before the Dutch court with the 
speech, “Indonesia Menggugat [Indonesia Protests]. So, there is no doubt that 
this defensive speech confirmed the rise of someone with broad experience and 
on who perhaps had a ‘photographic mind’ (one who can see far into the 
future)," he added. 


According to Haji Mahbub Junaidi, cell number five in Banceuy, Bandung, where 
Bung Karno was imprisoned, was very small and perhaps there were no books to 
aid him in formulating “Indonesia Menggugat." "I am sure that every 
intellectual acknowledges that both ‘Indonesia Menggugat' and the Pancasila 
[five basic principles of Indonesia] advanced by Bung Karno were born of ideas 
that were formed from a complete knowledge of any field," Mahbub said. 





Saying that the haul had been sponsored for the first time by NU ulemas, 
Mahbub noted that it was proper for this to have been done because Bung Karno 
was a great man. In 1954 (at the time of the eruption of the DI/TII [State 

of Islam/Islamic Army of Indonesia] rebellion--editor), in a meeting headed by 
K H Mansjur, minister of religion, Islamic ulemas designated him as a "Waliul 
Armri Daruri bi Syaukah"” (national leader who must be obeyed). 


Bung Karno, Mahbub added, emerged as the shrewdest person to oppose the Dutch. 


He always took the lead in national movements. Thanks to him also, Indonesia 
advanced the most and the most valuable ideas for the nonbloc movement. More- 
over, all the questions were raised by us in the KAA [Asia-Africa Conference] ," 
he added. 


Furthermore, according to Mahbub, Bung Karno was the only world leader who 
courageously proposed that the UN Charter be replaced because he felt it was 
obsolete and no longer conformed to the world's needs. With great, resolute 
courage, he proposed that the UN Charter be replaced with Pancasila because 
Pancasila was better than any other ideology in the world. 


11 








Mahbub explicitly stated that Pancasila was Bung Karno's concept because “his 
role" in regard to Pancasila was made clear on | June 1945, on 18 August 1945 
as well as in the Decree of 5 July 1959. 


"We are commemorating the death of a great man," Mahbub said ending his 
address. 


Bung Karno's 17th haul proceeded in a grand fashion. In addition to recitations 
of the Koran, recitations of the mosque confessions of faith were led by Haji 
Djawil, director of the Dawuhan Religious School in Blitar. 


6804/ 13046 
CSO: 4213/95 
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INDONESIA 


PPP PAVING WAY TO BE ‘OPEN’ PARTY 
Surabaya SURABAYA POST in Indonesian 15 Jun 87 p 1 
[Article: "PPP Takes More and More Steps To Become an Open Party") 


[Text] Probolinggo--The way by which the PPP [United Development Party] is to 
become an open party is becoming increasingly clear. It was implicit in the 
efforts made to revise Article 5 of the PPP AD-ART [constitution and by-laws], 
the only article that defines the PPP as an Islamic party. It was agreed that 
provisions of the revised article would becowe the party's work program. With 
this (revised) article (paragraphs 3, 4, 6 and 7), it will be attempted to 
make clear the party's "desire" to implement the teachings of Islam, regulate 
relations between the PPP and mass organizations as well as accommodate the 
party's interest in growing in society. 


The occasion *t which this took place was a meeting held from Saturday evening 
to midday on Sunday [13 and 14 June] at the Badrut Tuja Islamic Boarding 
School in Probolinggo. This, of course, was not an official discussion forum 
but was "a continuation" of the Halalbihalal program [forgiveness ceremony 
that takes place at the end of Ramadan]. Dr Haji J. Naro, the general chair- 
man of the PPP DPP [central executive committee] attended the meeting. 


The nucleus of this program consisted only of a 15-minute address by Naro 
which contained requests for forgiveness from all of his fellow officials 
after participating in the general election. He also promised he would con- 
tinue to visit the Islamic community, not only during an election campaign. 
Some 7,000 from the Islamic community waited until 20:00 for the arrival of the 
PPP leadership. 


Worked Diligently 


Naro acted as the moderator of the meeting, which began at 21:30 and did not 

end until 1:30 the next day. However, he was not only ergaged in coordinating 
the questions and answers but he also presented certain suggestions and 

provided solutions. The agreement was formed on the basis of these suggestions. 


The SURABAYA POST, which attended the meeting, reported the attendance of 
several ulemas who had worked for the PPP during the general election (and 
campaign), including K H [honorable pilgrim] Syansuri Badawy, K H Allawy from 
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the Sampang Regency, and K H Badri Masduki, who hosted the meeting. The joint 
Ulema-Zu'ama (intellectual) forum attempted to revise Article 5 (paragraphs 

3, 4, 6 amd 7). Because these paragraphs were concerned with the question of 
Islamic teachings, several ulemas diligently presented proposals that vere 
based on religious laws. 


Naro then suggested, "Wouldn't it be best if we converted the revised article 
into the party's work program?" The discussion forum agreed to this proposal 
and to make Article 5 of the PPP AD-ART the work program which would be 
carried out by the PPP from the central to the subdistrict and precinct levels. 


The revision of Article 5 of the AD-ART means a change in the posture of the 
PPP to conform to Law Number 5 of 1985 concerning political parties and the 
GOLKAR [Functional Group]. Concurrent with the decisions made at the first 
congress of this number one party, there no longer is any party that 
represents a religious group. However, no decision was made on the final 
wording of Article 5 of the PPP AD-ART because the discussion forum held at 
the Badrut Tuja Islamic School was not an official forum that was empowered to 
make changes. All of the agreements made at this forum are by nature 
provisional. 


Ulemas Feel Alienated 


The meeting also analyzed K H Syansuri Badawy's paper about ulemas in the post- 
election period. The folio-sized paper consisting of three pages and written 
in Arabic suggested that the PPP also had ulema members and maintained the 
characteristics contained in Article 5 of the AD-ART even though that article 
would be the party's work program and would no longer be a lav. 


According to K H Syansuri, the presence of ulemas in the PPP is a fact, 
considering that the party had been formed through a merger of Islamic parties 
to which the ulemas had given their blessing. Therefore, their presence in 
the party should not only be acknowledged but should also be protected and 
developed in a positive way. The Ulema-Zu-ama Forum agreed with the payer 
which said that the ulemas felt alienated and that problem had to be resolved. 
Hadn't Article 5 of the AD-ART begun to be proclaimed as the party's work 
program? This meant that the PPP would step up its relations with existing 
mass organizations. "Special" relations had to be created with Islamic mass 
organizations. 


K H Imron Roryadi, S.H. [master of laws], an expert on religious law, again 
became the bridge between the ulemas and the intellectuals (including Naro). 
He merely nodded when K H Syansuri Badawy portrayed many ulemas as individuals 
who forgot their allegiances, especially when campaigning. 


One of the ulemas on the teaching staff of the Badrut Tuja Islamic Boarding 
School denied that this get-together (a halalbihalal get-together) competed 

with the halalbihalal program conducted by the East Java NU [Muslim Scholars 
Organization] 2 weeks ago. "Didn't the Surabaya NU advisory committee chair- 
man represent the PPP at the program? If K H Syansuri and K H Badri did not 
attend, it was only because they attended the halalbihalal get-together in 

their own villages where they received many visits from relatives,” he explained. 


6804/ 13046 
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INDONESIA 


ULEMAS' DECLINING AUTHORITY CITED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Jun 87 pp 1, 8 


[Article: “Abdurrahman Wahid Says Ulemas’ Authority in the Muslim Community 
Has Begun To Decline") 


{Excerpts} Jakarta, KOMPAS--The authority of the ulemas now is in crisis. In 
the past they had absolute influence over the Muslim community, but this has 
begun to decline. 


Abdurrahman Wahid, chairman of the NU PB [Muslim Scholars Organization Board], 
discussed this question in a seminar entitled, "Religious Boarding School 
Education and the Preparation of Ulemas," held in Jakarta on Thursday [25 June]. 
The seminar, which was held on 24 and 25 June, was conducted by the P3M 
(Religious School and Community Development Association). 


There are profound reasons for the ulema authority crisis, said Abdurrahman 
Wahid, namely, the confusion about the definition of an ulema and the view of 
the ulemas’ authority over the community. No one agrees on the definition of 
an ulema--whether they can be defined as individuals who are knowledgeable 
about religious teachings and know how to execute them or as individuals who 
are only knowledgeable about religious teachings but do not necessarily carry 
them out. 


There also is some confusion about the ulemas' authority outside their own 
world. There is no clarification of what the ulemas’ orientation should be. 
Some ulemas are still oriented to the past. "Some kiai [Islamic scholars] 
have asked me, you are NU PB chairman, then why do you not use the ‘siwak' (a 
root used to brush the teeth before praying--editor)?" explained Abdurrahman 
Wahid, illustrating the ulemas’ orientation to the past. Using a siwak before 
praying, of course, was recommended by the Prophet Mohamed. 


Abdurrahman Wahid added that ulemas now also are having a methodological and 
organizational crisis. When Nurcholish Madjid said that all religions vere 
the same, people were angry whereas one must ask in what respect are all 
religions the same and in what respect they are different? 


Abdurrahman Wahid talked about conflicts that might arise in the future to 
which the ulemas must give their attention, namely, the great pluralism in 
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outlook, the sophisticated diversification of work, moral commitment that is 
tending to be relatively weak, the pattern of leadership of a society that is 
becoming increasingly complex, and the on-going social changes, where society 
is moving rapidly from an agrarian period to an industrial period and then to 
a service and information period. 


He proposed that the understanding of pluralism in religion and society be 
spelled out, with which the ulemas have a part. The diversification of ulemas' 
work into various fields should be clarified because the ulemas' functions tend 
to vary. “Some ulemas are officials, some are heads of religious schools, 

some speak at rostrums, and so on,” he explained. 


6804/ 13046 
CSO: 4203/95 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


DROUGHT SPREADING--Jakarta, KOMPAS--The drought now has not only occurred in 
East and West Nusa Tenggara but has stricken several other areas. Engineer 
Wardoyo, junior minister for increasing food production affairs, after report- 
ing to President Soeharto at the Bina Graha [executive building] on Thursday 
{25 June], said provinces which had reported the beginning of a drought in 
their areas were North Sumatra, the Special Region of Aceh, Central Java, and 
several other provinces. According to reports from monitoring made from 
January to June, agricultural areas that have experienced drought cover 71,871 
hectares. Of this area, crop failure has occurred over 33,414 hectares. The 
drought, according to Wardoyo, covers a wider area than it did last year. 
During the same period of last year only 22,957 hectares were stricken by 
drought, of which only 4,113 hectares experienced crop failure. However, this 
is still only one-third of the area in which drought occurred in 1982. When 
the extended drought occurred in 1982, 223,000 hectares were affected and of 
this area, crops failed on 87,000 hectares. He said the Gunung Kidul and 
Wonogiri areas now have also begun to experience drought, but as of yesterday 
it has not been reported. Where possible, planting of secondary crops has 
begun to ameliorate the effects of a drought. Meanwhile, studies were under- 
taken on making rain, but it was concluded that such rain was effective only 
for filling reservoirs. It was not effective if it was made to fall on dry 
regions because it could interfere with the growth of other crops such as 
tobacco. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Jun 87 p 1] 6804/13046 


CSO: 4213/95 
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SRV-AIDED CHALK FACTORY, PRODUCTION, WAGES 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 3 Jun 87 p 2 


[Article by Phromvan: "Savannakhet Chalk Factory During the ist Quarter of 
1987") 


[Excerpts] The chalk factory is one of many state enterprises and factories 

to the Savannakhet industrial and handicrafts sector. It is one of 
two chalk factories in the country that carry on operations regularly and that 
have achieved satisfactory results. 


This chalk factory was established after the country was liberated. It went 
into production at the beginning of 1980. Binh Tri Thien Province in Vietnan, 
which is the twin province of Savannakhet Province, helped build this factory. 
Today, this chalk factory has 13 cadres and workers, of which 7 are women. 
000 


As for the chalk produced, besides fulfilling the needs within the province, 
the factory has sold chalk to Champassak, Saravane, Sedone, and Attopeu 
provinces. The Provincal Trade Company takes the goods from the factory and 
delivers them to these provinces. 


The support sections produce pottery, powder, candles. The workers are 


This past April, this chalk factory exceeded the planned quota, producing 
10,000 small boxes, 2,000 boxes above the quota. The factory earned 235,000 
kip, 25 percent over the monthly plan, and delivered 9,300 kip to the budget. 


11943 


4206/114 18 


g 








LEADERS GREET NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY 
BK230323 Vientiane Vomestic Service in Lao 0000 G4T 23 Jul 87 


{19 July jcint greetings message from Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of 
the LPRP Central Committee, and Phoumi Vongvichit, acting president of the 
LPDR, to Daniel Ortega Saavedra, chairman of the Executive Commission of the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front and president of the Republic of 


Nicaragua |} 


[Text] On the oocasion of the eighth anniversary of the Nicaraguan 
revolution, on behalf of the LPRP, the government, and the people of the LPDR 
and in our own names, we would like to convey to you, Comrades, salutations 
and best wishes, and through you, to the national reconstruction government 
and the heroic people of Nicaragua happiness and prosperity. 


We are firmly convinced that under the clear-sighted leadership of the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front and the government, the Nicaraguan people 
will be able to achieve new, ever greater successes in safeguarding their 
revolutionary gains and in building the country in opposition to the 
aggression and intervention of the U.S. imperialist-supported reactionaries in 
Latin American. 


May the long-standing relations of friendship between the two countries and 
peoples of Laos and Nicaragua be increasingly promoted, expanded, and 
strengthened for the common benefits of our two peoples and in the interest of 


world peace! 


On the same occasion, Comrade Phoun Sipaseut, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and minister of foreign affairs, has also sent a greetings message 
to Comrade Miguel d’Escoto Brockman, minister of foreign affairs of the 
Nicaraguan National Reconstruction Government. 


/12232 
CSO: 4200/782 
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"TALK' DECRIES WESTERN SUPPORT FOR POL POT 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 14 May 87 p 3 
[Talk column by Loet Saisana: "Pol Pot-Hitler") 


[Text] It's no surprise that peace-loving people throughout the world are 
comparing the genocidal Pol Pot clique to the fascist Hitler and calling then 


the most evil people of this century. 


The Pol Pot clique has engaged in many activities in imitation of Hitler. For 
example, they have shamelessly killed their own people and set themselves 
against their neighbors in order to gain influence in this region. Another 
thing that Pol Pot has done in imitation of Hitler is to spread propaganda in 
order to smear and threaten their enemies. Their propaganda theory is to talk 
endlessly and distort the truth in an effort to get people who have not 
witnessed the events to believe them. Recently, the Pol Pot clique has 
frequently annc inced great victories. For example, they claim to have killed 
many soldiers of the Kampuchean People's Army. Sometimes, they release news 
reports stating that there is unrest in Phnom Penh, and sometimes they state 
that this and that area has been liberated. What is even worse is that they 
have claimed that the Vietnamese volunteer forces have used chemical weapons 
and poisons in some provinces in Cambodia, killing many people. But actually, 


the PRK minister of public health has failed to turn up any evidence of the 
use of chemical weapons. 


ct 


However, Pol Pot's propaganda machine is inferior to that of Hitler in tha 
Hitler was able to threaten and smear the enemy at a time when he very strong 
militarily. Thus, he was able to spread propadanda effectively. But Pol Pot is 
en ee Sees ee oe oe on ee eee ne oes 
country. No one in the world believes him. Sometimes, his bosses cringe at the 

reports that he puts out, because Western news agencies say that "his reports 
are unconfirmed." However, there are some differences between Pol Pot and 
Hitler. For example, after the end of the Second World War, the Western 
nations established an international tribunal to try the fascists. Even today, 
fascists are still being hunted. But Pol Pot, who has engaged in activities 
similar to or even worse than those of Hitler, has not only not been punished 


but has even received support from Western countries. The Pol Pot clique has 
received help from and been given sanctuary by certain countries in Asia. Who 
will respond to this, and what will their response be? 
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CORRESPONDENT VIEWS ECONOMIC, SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN VIENTIANE 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 3 May 87 p 5 
[Article by Tom Hansson] 


"Text] Vientiane--It would soon be 8 o'clock, and the sun was slowly 
beginning to warm up the sleepy little city. The first bicycles of the 
morning were rushing along Samsenthai Street. In the courtyard of the Sii 
Muong Temple, young monks were strolling around memorizing their lessons. 


"In this temple there are between 400 and 500 monks and novices. Most of them 
stay about 3 years," said 22-year-old Thongpone Saengvong. 


For a socialist country, the religious element is striking. According to the 
Lao Government, the country currently has about 16,000 Buddhist monks and 
novices--about as many as it had before the change of regime in December 1975. 


Traditional Ceremonies 


The monks leave their temples early every morning to obtain food from the 
city's inhabitants. They also hold their traditional religious ceremonies. 


But the government, which will soon be 12 years old, has not left religion 
entirely untouched. 


"We also study the Communist Party's writings and texts from the socialist 
brother countries. It is a good combination,” says Thongpone. 


The temple's classrooms confirm what Thongpone says. Portraits of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, and Ho Chi Minh are flanked by portraits depicting seven 
members of the Lao Politburo. There has not been time yet to portray the four 
new members elected at the congress in November of last year. 


A majority of Laos’ inhabitants are Buddhists, but Buddhism is fighting an 
unequal battle against the authorities. Since 1975, the two major Buddhist 
groups have been joined in a single organization, and it is only with 
reluctance that the government allows the poor nation's money to be spent on 
restoring religious buildings and monuments. 
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"It is only on occasions such as the 10th anniversary celebration in 1975, 
when the national shrine, That Luang, was repaired, that the temples get money 
from the authorities," says a young student who visits the Sii Muong Temple 
every day. 


He also confirms that the authorities expect the monks to carry the political 
message out to the provinces after their time in the temples is up. 


Less Exposed 


But there are many temples in Vientiane, and Buddhism has been officially 
declared a part of the nation's life. Buddhism seems less exposed in Laos-- 
at least so far--than it is in Kampuchea, for example, where Buddhist activity 
was recently subjected to drastic restrictions. 


Lao socialism has often been described as being "softer" than that in the rest 
of Indochina. Society consistently seems less politicized as well, and people 
take a markedly relaxed attitude toward the party's directives. Buddhist 
traditions, like the national character--a more hazy notion--are often 
mentioned as one reason. The proximity to Thailand and the ties with that 
country are another. 


Many Lao have relatives on the other side of the Mekong River. And since 
1975, 300,000 persons--nearly one-tenth of the small country's population and 
almost 90 percent of all the well educated--have moved across the river and 
now live in a third country or have remained in Thai refugee camps. A great 
deal of the merchandise available for sale in Vientiane also comes from 
Thailand, and unofficial trade is just as large as the official variety. 


"For a person in my position, it will not do to keep this patch. That's why I 
asked her to rip it off," said a 27-year-old government employee at the 
morning market on Lane Xang Avenue. 


He had just bought a military shirt with a U.S. Army patch sewn onto the 
breast pocket. And he had paid for it with Thai baht instead of Lao kip. 
Generally, U.S. dollars are more sought after. At the bank--which closes a 
couple of days every month to count its money--a dollar is bought for 35 kip. 
In the market and in all private restaurants, it will bring at least 400 kip. 


"Indochina's Hungary" 


"We like to say that our country is Indochina's Hungary," said the man who had 


just bought the shirt in the market. 


The talk about Hungary is no doubt more a vision than a reality. Laos is one 
of the world's 20 poorest countries. Infant mortality is very high, and only 
5 percent of the budget is spent on health care--a very small share for a 
socialist country. 


Low productivity, wastefulness with the mainly Soviet aid, and mistakes in the 
party and the Army were, in fact, the main themes at the congress. last 
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November. It was self-criticism much like that taking place in the Vietnamese 
brother party. 


Despite that, the Politburo’s seven members were reelected, and four new 
members were added at the Lao party's fourth congress since its founding in 
1975. The very retiring but uncontroversial party leader, Kaysone Phomvihan-- 
whose father was Vietnamese--was entrusted with carrying out the cautious 
economic reforms which go by the name of “new mechanisms" in Laos. 


“Agriculture the Future” 


"The most important thing is to become self-sufficient in foodstuffs. Laos is 
an agricultural country, and that is where our future lies," says the old 
guerilla general and deputy minister of agriculture, Kamphan Boupha. 


When askeu whether the economic problems are due to political misjudgments, 
his answer was very curt: 


"In Laos, the policy is correct." 


Vientiane's population has more than doubled since the end of the war, and it 
now stands at around 380,000, or a good tenth of the country's population. 
Many people came here from the poorer northern areas to look for work. 


"This is my first job, and I like it fine," says 20-year-old Souk Savanh. 


She presses plywood for 3,500 kip a month at the state-owned Lao Plymill 
Factory on the outskirts of Vientiane. The environment she works in would 
make a Swedish industrial safety representative clap his hands to his head. 


Smuggling From Thailand 


Other people take up the more lucrative trade with contraband from Thailand. 
With enough capital, they can eventually join the multitude of private 
restaurant owners in the idyllic small-town atmosphere of Vientiane. 


Political Prisoners 


Vientiane's--and Laos'--idyllic character is contradicted, however, by the 
fact that a large number of people are still being held for political reasons 
in the northeastern and southeastern parts of the country. The system of 
“reeducation camps" has changed, but reports from Amnesty and elsewhere show 
that about 5,000 people are still being held--despite the recent statements by 
diplomats that hundreds of political prisoners have been released over the 
past few months. 


Arrests for political reasons occur at regular intervals, according to reports 
in Vientiane. The fact that Laos still lacks a constitution nearly 12 years 
after it proclaimed itself a republic is also a severe handicap as far as 
individual legal rights are concerned. 
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In fact, many people still decide to cross the river. The security situation 
is a big worry to the government, and conscription into the Army is going to 
increase. The total number now leaving Laos has declined, but the percentage 
of young men doing so has increased. The future awaiting the refugees is 
often a dreary wait in some camp. 


Over 80,000 Refugees 


A little over 84,000 Lao refugees are currently in Thailand. Most of them are 
members of the minority ethnic group known as the Hmong. Many male Hmongs 
were recruited for the CIA's “secret army" during the war. 


After crossing the Mekong River myself, I met William Buddhawong, a 22-year- 
old student from Vientiane. He had swum across the river 3 years earlier. 
Today he is still in the Ban Napho camp, a few miles west of the Thai border 
town of Nakonh Phanom. 


"It was hard in Laos, but it is also hard here in the camp," he said. “And 
now I don't know what will happen to me. I have two brothers in the United 
States, but my application to go there was rejected." 
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According to survey data, as of 1 January 1986, the Marine construction and 
Repair Company had fixed assets totaling 57,841,400 kip and revolving capital 
of 10,772,657 kip. It had 114 cadres and laborers. The Communications Research 
and Design Institute had fixed assets of 76,699,800 kip and revolving capital 
of 5,355,900 kip. It had 160 cadres and laborers. Southern Highway 
Construction Company 13 had fixed assets of 95,529,698 kip and revolving 
capital of 23,081,900 kip. It had 127 cadres and laborers. 


This ministry shifted to business status beginning at the end of 1986. To 
date, 11 entities have shifted to business status. These include the 
Lao-Swedish Friendship Plant, the Lao-Soviet Friendship Plant, the Small 


Company, the Marine Construction and Repair Company, Southern Highway 
Construction Company 13, and the Communications Research and Design Institute. 


At present, there are only two companies, that is, Highway Construction 
Company 9 and the Thinpharon Production Company, that have not shifted to 
business status. It is expected that they will do so by next June. 
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KA-HAN CONVERSATION ON ARMY PRODUCTION ROLE 

BK250500 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 GMT 16 Jul 87 

[Conversation between Uncle "Ka" and Uncle “Han"--date not given; recorded] 
[Text] [Ka] Is that you, Han? I was just about to go to see you, comrade. 


{Han} [Laughter] I knew that you would come to see me. That is why I came 
here to see you first. It is not good that you come to see me more often than 
I go to see you. 


[Ka] Come into the house, comrade, make yourself at home. 
{Han} Well, what are we going to discuss today? 


{Ka} I have one to start. It has probably been discussed by many people, 
very deeply. 


[Han] What is it, comrade? 


[Ka] It deals with the issue of increasing production to improve the living 
conditions of the armny. 


{Han} Oh, since you are interested in this issue, we will discuss it. It is 
not difficult to talk about this issue. Just 2 weeks ago, I attended a 
meeting at the General Logistics Department on the plan to improve and build 
logistical services to ensure the well-being of army personnel. We discussed 
this issue in great depth, comrade. 


[Ka] What have they planned for the immediate future? 


{Han] This is what they have planned: First, they will rely on the 
orientation, plan, and policies adopted at the Fourth Party Congress. Second, 
they will rely on the 5-year plan for consolidating and building of the army 
as outlined by the National Defense Ministry. That is why the General 
Logistics Department has planned to improve the living conditions of the army 
for the period between 1987 and 1990. Why has it planned to do that? This is 
because the because the improvement of the living conditions of soldiers is 
very necessary. Do you not think so, comrade? 


[Ka] Of course, I do, comrade. 
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{Han} That is why the relation between the situation and special 
characteristics of logistics work to ensure the well-being of the army in the 
immediate future is extremely significant. With regard to the economic 
sphere, our party has correctly outline the orientation and task for our 
economy for the year 1986 to 2000 and the 5-year state plan from 1986 to 1990. 
Our entire masses and army have already executed these economic tasks 
accordingly. The collective economic foundations in our country have been 
gradually developed while the nonsocialist economic foundations have also been 
encouraged to move alongside the collective ones, comrade. 


[Ka] This is one of the fundamental favorable conditions for us to improve 
the living conditions of our people during the traditional period. But 
relying on collective production and state financing must have a limited 
scope. Is that not correct, comrade? 


{Han} That is correct, comrade. Our army must also carry out additional 
production. For example, it must strive to produce more rice, vegetables, and 
meat so as to improve its own living conditions, mustn’t it, comrade? 


{Ka} You are absolutely right, comrade. Our country is one of the most 
underdeveloped countries in the world. Our agricultural economy is very poor 
and backward. We are moving toward socialist with only our bare hands. We 
cannot afford to sit idly by to wait for some one to feed us. 


{Han} That is not possible, comrade. 


[Ka] Moreover, after the liberation of our country, the enemies have never 
ceased creating problems for us so that we can smoothly build our country. 


{Han} That is absolutely correct, comrade. The enemies have gone to such 
trouble to sabotage the world’s peace. Do you not agree, comrade? 


{Ka] Of course, I do. 


[Han] Especially the U.S. imperialists, comrade. They are currently pursuing 
a policy of arms race to cause a nuclear war. At the same time, they are also 
rendering support and assistance to the ruling reactionaries in many 
countries, who are their henchmen, to attack and oppose the revolutions in 
their regions. In Asia, in Southeast Asia to be exact, the U.S. imperialists 
and international reactionaries have colluded to oppose the Indochinese 
countries. 


In our country, they have used exiled Lao reactionaries to carry out sabotage 
activities in many spheres. In the economic field, they have employed 
numerous tricks to limit an undermine our economy in various forms, to disturb 
the construction and development of revolutionary foundations, and, in the 
import-export sector, to destabilize prices and currency movement in the 
markets so as to obstruct our economic growth. That is why it is extremely 
important for our army to pay close attention to executing the two strategic 
tasks of national defense and socialist construction. For example, in the 
immediate future, in the economic field each army unit must try to improve its 
own living conditions as best as it can. 
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{Ka} You are right, comrade. We must really do what we have pledged to. 
{Han} Of course, we must do whatever we have said we would do. 


{Ka] That is true, comrade. WE must know whether we have to surrender or to 
defeat the enemies.... 


[Han] To defeat the enemies, we must heighten our determination int eh past, 
our army has maintained a fine tradition of self-reliance and self- 
sufficiency, thus contributing to considerably improving the living conditions 
of our units. 


{Ka] Yes, it has effectively done that just as you said, comrade. But it is 
like this, comrade. 


{Han} What is it, comrade? 


[Ka] Of course, it has effectively maintained such a tradition. But if we 
carefully consider the current and future requirements in boosting production, 
particularly in the crop cultivation and livestock raising spheres, numerous 
shortcomings still remain unsolved. This means that we have not yet paid as 
much attention as we should do to effectively carrying our this work. 


{Han} If that is so, what production targets has the General Logistics 
Department planned for the army to fulfill, comrade? 


[Ka] Well, in the immediate future beginning in 1986 [as heard] or 1987 each 
unit must, just keep in mind, comrade, fulfill the following targets. 


{Han} Alright, I will keep it in mind, comrade. 


[Ka] And don’t forget to spread these words. The first target in collective 
production is that all units and organizations must launch and organize 
production plans for self-sufficiency by producing enough rice for 3-months 
for each person. That is to produce 60 kilogram. of polished rice and 100 
kilograms of paddy. At the same time, they must grow starchy crops such as 
corn, peanuts, soya beans, green peas, (?pineapples), and root crops such as 
taro--at least 10 kilograms per person per year. As for meat, each person 
should product between 100 and 200 grams per day. Within the 3-month 
production period, all units must produce everything, including between 9-10 
kilograms of meat per person per year. As for vegetables and fruits, each 
person must consume between 200 and 290 grams at each meal. These are the 
targets set forth by the Logistics Department, comrade. Can you remember the 
figures? 


[Han] When we study these targets, it is not difficult to meet them, comrade. 


[Ka] No, it is not so difficult. And we will strive to do our utmost to 
fulfill them. 
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{Han} Yes, we can afford to do so because our conditions, both interna! and 
external, are very favorable. We have vast land for crop cultivation. Our 
soil is rich for growing any crop at any time. And at present, we are living 
in peace. It is completely different from the war period, comrade. 

[Ka] That is true, comrade. We have extremely favorable conditions.... 
{Han} Yes, if only we are diligent and work hard.... 


[Ka] We can do anything anywhere. We can grow rice and vegetables until we 
run out of land. Can we do that, comrade” 


{Han} Just go ahead. There is no problem, we only have to work hard. 

[Ka] Yes, I agree with what you have said because we have plenty of land. We 
can grow crops anywhere we want to. If only we work diligently, there will be 
no difficulty in doing so. 

{Han} That is the only problem. 

[Ka] I think we will stop our discussion now. Goodbye, comrade. 

[Han] Goodbye, comrade. See you again! 


/12232 
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BRIEFS 


PROVINCIAL COOPERATION WITH VIETNAM--On 4 July a Cultural and Economic 
Cooperation Plan for 1987-90 was signed between Ho Chi Minh City and 
Savannakhet Province. This cooperation deals with domestic and external 
trade, wood processing and exploitation, production of plastic utensils, 
technical exchange, and so forth. The cooperation document was signed by the 
vice chairman of the Ho Chi Minh City People’s Council on the Vietnames: side 
and by Boun-gnang Volachit, secretary of the party committee and chairman of 
the Administrative Committee of Savannakhet province, on the Lao side. 
[Summary] [Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 G¥T 7 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


CONTROL COMMISSION DELEGATION RETURNS--Vientiane, 9 July (KPL)--A delegation 
of the Lao Party and State Control Commission led by its Vice-Chairwoman Loun 
Chaksouvong, member of the Party Central Committee, returned here on 7 July 
from a 3-month tour of the Soviet Union. While there, the delegation attended 
a trainivy’ course of organizational and control work organized by the Academy 
of Socia! ‘ciences of the CPSU CC. It also exchanged views with the Soviet 
side on control work. The delegation was met at the airport here by Ounla 
Sai-gnasan, member of the party CC, vice-chairman of the party and State 
Control Commission, and other officials. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0911 
GMT 9 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


JAPANESE DEVELOPMENT AID--Vientiane, 7 July (KPL)--The Japanese Government has 
granted 570 million yen as aid to the Lao PDR for the Tha Ngon Development 
Programme and the construction of a 20 tons per day rice-mill during the 1986- 
87 period. Signing the document here today were Lao Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Inpong Kha-Anavong, and Charge d’Affaires A.I. of the Japanese 
Embassy Teruo Kamihigashi. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0918 7 Jul 
87 BK) /12232 


DELEGATION RETURNS FROM CUBA--Vientiane, 15 July (KPIL)--A delegation of the 
Lao-Cuba Commission for Economic, Technical and Scientific Cooperation headed 
by Phao Bounnaphon, member of the LPRP CC, minister of transport and post, and 
chairman of the commission, returned here on 14 July after attending the 
fourth session of the commission held in Havana late last month. At the 
session, the two sides discussed the efficiency of cattle and chicken-raising 
centres built by Cuba in Laos as wel] as Cuban medical aid to Vientiane, 
Sayaboury, and Luang Prabang Provinces. The two sides also reviewed Cuban 
scientific and technical aid to Lao agriculture, education, health and 
transport. The Lao delegation then left Cuba for Algeria to attend the 
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celebration of the 25th National Day of the Democratic and Popular Republic of 
Algeria from 3-6 July. The delegation was met on its return to Wattai Airport 
here by Bousai Lovansai and Thongsavat Paseut, deputy ministers of transport 
and post. Cuban ambassador Mario U. Garcia Vazquez was also on hand. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0853 GYT 15 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


DPRK PHOTO EXHIBITION--Vientiane 15 July (KPL)--The Ministry of Culture in 
collaboration with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korean Embassy here 
opened a photo exhibition here on 14 July on the occasion of the solidarity 
month against U.S. imperialism. The photos on display reflect the struggle of 
the Korean people against U.S. imperialism and their achievements in socialist 
construction. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0903 GvT 15 Jul BK] /12232 


AMITY DELEGATION TO HANOI--Vientiane, 16 July (KPL)--A delegation of the Laos- 
Vietnam Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation (18 July). It was farewelled at 
the airport here by Bouasi Lovansai, first deputy minister of transport and 
post and vice-president of the LVFA. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0902 
GMT 16 Jul 87 BK) /12232 


SRV AMITY DELEGATION ARRIVES--Vientiane, 16 July (KPL)--A delegation of the 
Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association [LVFA] led by its President Hoang Truong 
Minh, member of the CPV CC and vice-president of the State Council, arrived 
here today. The delegation is to participate in the celebration here of the 
10th anniversary of the signing of the Laos-Vietnam Treaty of Friendship and 
Cooperation (18 July). Meeting the delegation at the airport were Bounsi 
Lovansai, first deputy-minister of transport and post, vice-president of the 
LVFA, and other officials. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0904 GT 16 Jul 
87 BK] /12232 


LPRP RECEIVES KPRP THANKS--The LPRP Central Committee recently received a 
reply message of thanks from the KPRP Central Committee. The message reads: 

I [as heard] am very delighted to receive the message of warm greetings and 
best wishes that you, comrade, [as heard] sent to me on the occasion of the 
36th founding anniversary of the KPRP. I would like to take this ococasion to 
sincerely express profound gratitude to you for this pure socialist 
international activity. I wish you, comrade, and all fraternal Lao people 
under the LPRP’s leadership, new, still greater achievements in implementing 
the resolutions of the Fourth Party Congress and in building and defending the 
country in the advance to socialism. I am firmly convinced that the goal of 
our just struggle against the imperialists and various reactionaries for peace 
and social progress, a struggle which is now in a position of great strength, 
will be successfully fulfilled. Along with this, the relations of friendship 
and the special militant solidarity between our two parties and peoples of 
Cambodia and Laos have been further promoted and expanded systematically. 
Comrade, I wish you good health. With communist respect. [Undated and 
unsigned message of thanks from the “LPRP Central Committee” to the “KPRP 
Central Committee"] [Text] [Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 21 
Jul 87 BK] /12232 


THANKS FROM HENG SAMRIN--Vientiane, 21 July (KPL)--Kaysone Phomvihan, general 
secretary of the LPRP CC, has received a message of thanks from Heng Samrin, 
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general secretary of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central 
Committee. The message says: I am very glad to receive your telegramme of 
warm greetings and best wishes on the occasion of the 36th anniversary of the 
founding of the PRPK. I wish you and the fraternal Lao people, under the 
leadership of the LPRP, more successes in implementing the resolution of the 
Fourth Party Congress in the cause of national defence and socialist 
construction. I think that our just struggle against imperialiam and other 
reactionary forces, for peace and social progress, is being strengthened, and 
that the relations of friendship and militant solidarity between the parties 
and peoples of our two countries is being broadened. My best wishes for your 
good health. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0950 G4T 21 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


FRG AlD--Vientiane, 22 July (KPL)--The Embassy of the FRG to Laos on 18 July 
presented abut 11,000 U.S. dollars worth of medicines and medical and sport 
equipments to the Ministry of Public Health here. The aid was handed over to 
Vannalet Latsapho, deputy-minister of public health, by FRO Ambassador Dr 
Helmut Schatzchneider. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0904 G¥T 24 Jul 87 
BK] /12232 


SRV PROVINCIAL DELEGATION LEAVES--Vientiane, 25 July (KPL)--A delegation of 
Lai Chau Province, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam led by Dao Chinh, 
representative of the provincial Party Committee and vice-chairman of the 
provincial Administrative Committee, recently left Phong Saly Province after a 
4-day friendly visit. While in Phong Saly, the two sides exchanged views on 
the execution of their cooperation plan during the past 10 years and worked 
out a new action plan for the 1987-90 period. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in 
English 0914 G¥T 25 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


DRAFT LAW ON MILITARY SERVICE--Vientiane, 27 July (KPL)--Nambak District in 
the northern province of Luang Prabang recently held a seminar on the draft 
law of military service. After the seminar, the attendants have been sent to 
the grassroots to popularise the draft law which requires all youth in the age 
bracket of 17 to 26 to serve in the army. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 
0916 G4T 27 Jul 87 BK) /12232 


REFUGEES RETURN FROM THAILAND--Vientiane, 25 July (KPL)--Fifth-eight refugees, 
who have been misled into fleeing the country, returned here on 23 July. 

Among them 23 are Lao Loum and 35 Hmong. Those refugees were handed over by 
Wiraphan Changkhasiri, head of the provincial office of Nong Khai (Thai land) 
to Siboun Boilboun, official of the war veterans and social welfare service of 
Vientiane, in the presence of Michael Call, representatives of HCR (UN High 
Commissioner for refugees] to Laos. This is the first batch of refugees 
returned to Laos in 1987. Since 1980, more than 2,000 refugees have returned 
to the country. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0915 G¥T 25 Jul 87 BK) 
/12232 


OUTGOING CUBAN ENVOY--Vientiane, 25 July (KPL)--Sali Vongkhamsao, Politburo 
member and secretary of the LPRP CC, vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, chairman of the State Planning Committee, on 24 July received 
outgoing Cuban Ambassador Mario U. Garcia Vazquez. 5S. Vongkhameao 
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congratulated Mario U. Garcia on the successful performance of his mission 
here, describing it as a contribution to further strengtheni'w the relations 
of friendship and solidarity between the two countries. The vice-chairman, on 
this occasion, expressed thanks to the party, government and people of Cuba 
for their sincere support given in the spirit of Marxism-Leninisa and 
socialist internationalism to the cause of national defence and socialist 
construction in Laos. He wisied the Cuban ambassador good journey home and 
success in his new mission. The same day, Mario U. Garcia paid a courtesy 
visit to Thongvin Phonvihan, first secretary of the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Youth Union Central Committee. Mario U. Garcia Vazquez was appointed as 
ambassador to Laos in March 1984. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0908 GYT 
25 Jul 87) /12232 


PHOUMSAVAN RECEIVES CUBAN ENVOY--Vientiane, 27 July (KPL)--Nouhak Phounsavan, 
Politburo member of the LPRP CC, acting-chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
on 25 July received outgoing Cuban ambassador MArio U. Garcia Vazquez. The 
acting-chairman expressed his satisfaction at the constant development of the 
fraternal relations of friendship, militant solidarity and close cooperation 
between the parties, governments and peoples of the two countries. He 
congratulated the Cuban ambassador ont he success of his mission here. N. 
Phoumsavan, on this occasion, thanked the party, government and people of Cuba 
for their sincere support to the cause of national defence and socialist 
construction in Laos. He wished MArio U. Garcia Vazquez good journey home and 
success in his new mission. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0911 GYT 27 Jul 
87 BK) /12232 


SRV DELEGATION ENDS VISIT--Vientiane, 29 July (KPL)--A delegation of the 
Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association led by its president, Hoang Truong Minh, 
member of the CPV CC and vice-chairman of the National Assembly, left here 
yesterday after a 13-day working visit to the Lao PDR. While here, the 
delegation took part in the celebrations marking the 10th anniversary of the 
Laos-Vietnam Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation (18 July) held in Vientiane 
capital and other provinces, and visited a number of production bases and 
historical sites in different localities. Hoang Truong Minh and his 
delegation also paid a courtesy visit to Mouhak Phomsavan, Politburo member of 
the LPRP CC, acting chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Lao PIR. 
[Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0921 GY4T 29 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


NEW INDIAN PRESIDENT GREETED--Vientiane, 30 July (KPL)--Phoumi Vongvichit, 
acting-president of the Lao PDR, on 29 July sent a telegramme of 
congratulations of R. Venkataraman, president of the Indian Republic. The 
telegramme says: “On the occasion of your election as president of the Indian 
Republic, on behalf of the government and people of the Lao PDR, and in my ow 
name, I would like to convey my warm congratulations to vour excellency and 
wish your excellency success in your noble mission. “I believe that the fine 
relations of friendship and cooperation between our two countries will be 
further developed and consolidated for the interests of the peoples of our two 
countries, and of peace and stability in the region and the world. [no 
closing quotation mark as received] [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0858 
GMT 30 Jul 87 BK] /12232 
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AMBASSADOR TO BULGARIA--Vientiane, 1 August (KPL)--The new extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary ambassador of the Lao PDR to the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
[PRB] Chaleun Valinthasak, on 30 July, presented his credential letter to 
Todor Zhivkov, president of the Council of State of the PRB. [Excerpt] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0902 GYT 1 Aug 87 BK] /12232 


FINANCIAL DELEGATION TO VIETNAM--Vientiane, 31 July (KPL)--A banking, 
financial and planning delegation of the Lao PDR ied by Sisavat Sisan, vice- 
director of the state bank, left here yesterday on a working visit to the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. While there, the delegation will discuss 
issues on bilateral cooperation, especially financial management and the 
clearance of loans in 1987, with its Vietnamese counterpart. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0901 GYT 31 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


EDUCATION DELEGATION RETURNS--Vientiane, 31 July (KPL)--A delegation of the 
Ministry of Education led by its deputy-minister, Phiang Sisoulat, returned 
here on 28 july after attending the second national student games in Ho Chi 
Minh City from 20-27 July. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0905 GYT 31 Jul 
87 BK) /12232 


PAKLAI BANK DEPOSITS--At present, the nationwide movement to open savings 
deposits is continuing. In particular, since the beginning of the year, the 
cadres, soldiers, state employees, and people in Paklai District, Sayaboury 
Province, have deposited more than 300,000 kip in the local branch of the 
State Bank. [Excerpt] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 May 87 p 1) 11943 


SAVANNAKHET COOPERATIVE DRIVE--The resolution of the 3d Plenum of the 
Savannakhet Provincial Party Committe, which was held at the end of 
October 1986, states that one of the tasks in building the agricultural 
economy during the period between the 3d and 4th plenums, which will be held 
next year, is to basically complete building agricultural cooperatives in the 
rice growing areas. Small cooperatives composed of 30-40 households will be 
built in order to facilitate guidance and control. From November 1986 to the 
end of April 1987, which was the initial period in implementing the resolution 
of the 3d Plenum, another 78 cooperatives were established. Savannakhet now 
has a total of 625 cooperatives with a total production area of 56,391,365 
hectares. An average of 51.39 percent of the households and 50.44 percent of 
the people in Savannakhet Province are engaged in cooperative agriculture. The 
cooperatives control 66.48 percent of the land in the province. To implement 
the agricultural production plan in all respects, modify the equipment, and so 
on, during the first 3 months of 1987, the provincial and district 
agricultural cooperative officials organized two cooperative management 
seminars for the primary-level administrative committee. A total of 689 people 
attended the seminars. The purpose of the seminars was to help upgrade 486 
weak cooperatives to intermediate status, 131 intermediate cooperatives to 
strong cooperatives, and 8 strong cooperatives to perfect cooperatives strong 
in all respects. [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 May 87 p 2] 11943 


SAVANNAKHET LOCAL SECURITY--Just after the country was liberated, there was 
still much turmoil in Say Nuan Canton, more than in any of the other 14 
cantons in Songkhon District, Savannakhet Province. The greatest problem was 
maintaining security. The underlings of the imperialist reactionaries 
continued to carry on activities to disrupt the peace. Also, the 
administration was still weak. But now, this canton is one of the strongest in 
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the district in terms of defending the country and maintaining peace. Things 
have gradually been improved for the people in the canton. The standard of 
living has gradually improved. More and more children are attending school, 
and the people are receiving better medical care. Today, the 13 villages 
subordinate to this canton are being defended, and guerrilla forces carry on 
Operations to maintain the peace. [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
2 Jun 87 p 2) 11943 


CSO: 4206/114 


35 











MALAYSIA 


GERAKAN'S FUTURE COURSE VIEWED 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 8 Jun 87 p 8 


[Text] As many as 984 party delegates not only have once again 
elected Dr Lim Keng Yaik as president of the Gerakan Party 
(Malaysian People's Movement) but have also joined in helping him 
by electing candidates whom the president wanted to hold party 
leadership positions for the next 3 years. 


The pattern of the elections of this group of leaders can easily 
be interpreted as strong support for the leadership of Doctor 
Lim. The party representatives wanted this pattern to be 
policies which he has already followed. 


Whatever the case, one matter to which he must pay attention is 
the question of party identity. Gerakan, which was established 
as a multi-racial party has grown into a Chinese party. Since 
Prof Syed Hussein Al-Attas, who was one of its founders, 
resigned, and since there are only a few people of Indian 
ancestry still involved in the party, it has been left in the 
hands of the Chinese. 


Carrying this trend further is the fact that the party has 
established itself as competing with the MCA [Malaysian Chinese 
Association] in trying to obtain more influence and support from 
the Chinese. With its great victory in 1969 and the successful 
formation of the Gerakan government on Penang Island, a state 
where a majority of the voters are Chinese, Gerakan has 
increasingly been drawn toward becoming a Chinese party. 


This trend was accentuated when the party itself fought for the 
rights of the Chinese community more than the interests of other 
groups, as a result of the fact that a majority of its voters are 
Chinese. This has become even clearer, since a majority of its 
leaders and of its members are Chinese. 


In this connection Gerakan is in almost the same position as the 
DAP [Democratic Action Party] which wishes to become a multi- 
racial party, but which has been pushed into becoming a party 
belonging to one group. 
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Doctor Lim himself is fully aware of this situation. With one Malay and a 
number of Indians occupying party leadership positions at this time, perhaps 
a beginning is being made toward returning to its original purpose at the 
time the party was founded. 


However, as a party based in regions, most of whose residents are Chinese, 
Gerakan will be forced to act more carefully, because it will certainly be 
forced to consider first the number of seats in Parliament and in the State 
Legislative Councils [Dewan Undangan Negeri] before risking returning to this 
original direction of the party. 


As a politician, Dr Lim will certainly prefer to choose a direction which does 
not reduce the influence of the party and its popularity. The possibility 
that Gerakan will continue to follow its present course for some time to come, 
even though it contains some non-Chinese leaders this time, would not be 
surprising. 


5170/12851 
CSO: 4213/94 
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MALAYSIA 


PBS DENIES ANTI-ISLAM CHARGE 
Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 9 Jun 87 p 3 


[Text] Kinabatangan (Sabah), 8 June--Joseph Kurup, the secretary 
general of the PBS [Sabah United Party], has denied the 
accusation that his party has an anti-Islamic attitude and 
characterized this charge as an attempt to split the unity of the 


people. 


According to him, a certain group has recently and deliberately 
spread various charges to damage the image of the government 
party. 


He said: "Those criminal elements do not want to see national 
unity. They prefer to see quarrels and deliberately bring out a 
variety of dirty issues." 


Joseph Kurup, who is also Sabah minister of communications and 
public words, said this before a meeting held on 7 June to mark a 
large number of USNO (United Sabah National Organization] members 
from 42 USNO branches in Sukau, Bukit Garam joining the PBS. 


He wanted the people to be more cautious because these wild 
charges were deliberately made in the hope that menabers of 
government parties would split apart and fight each other. 


He said: “If we want our future to be clear, all community 
groups should promote harmony and unity with each other.” 


Furthermore, he said, the leaders and the people also need to 
develop cooperation and create as much understanding as possible. 


Joseph Kurup also declared that the door of the PBS is always 
open to all qualified persons to be members, provided that they 
respect and support the gsulti-racial concept which is the 
cornerstone of the party's efforts. 


5170/12223 
CSO: 4213/94 
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MALAYSIA 


DECLINE OF GERAKAN'S CLOUT IN PENANG SEEN 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 9 Jun 87 p 2 
{Article by Zaini Nasri] 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 8 June--The elections for the top leadership of the 
Gerakan Party [The Malaysian People's Movement] for 1987 were completed on 
7 June with Dr Lim Keng Yaik, its president, and his supporters making a 
clean sweep of all of the top offices of the predominantly Chinese party. 


Dr Goh Cheng Teik, one of the stalwarts of Gerakan who was so determined to 
challenge the party leadership in the rather sharply contested elections, 
apparently will now fade from view, together with his supporters. 


One concern which was expressed by Dr Goh during the recent election campaign 
was the view that Penang Island will lose its identity as the state which is 
the (major) base of the Gerakan Party, as most of the senior party leaders 
are from outside of Penang Island. 


Another, related matter, on the other hand, which is a concern of the former 
deputy minister of agriculture, is who will be the prospective replacement for 
Dr Lim Chong Eu as chief minister of Penang Island. The Gerakan adviser has 
expressed his desire to resign after the present legislative session. 


Dr Lim Keng Yaik and Datuk Paul Leong, his deputy, the present, senior leaders 
of the party, are both from Perak state. How could one of them become chief 
minister of Penang Island, except by moving and establishing residence in 
Penang? 


Although Dr Lim has given his assurances that Gerakan will continue to have 
its base on Penang Island, the facts at present do not support that guarantee, 
because the strength of Gerakan in Penang Island is weakening, following its 
crushing defeat in the 1986 general elections and the defeat of Dr Goh and 
Datuk Khor Gark Kim in the 1987 Gerakan Party elections. 


Strong 


Whatever the case, Tan Gim Hwa, the Gerakan chairman in Penang Island, was 
elected to a senior party position as vice president, and Datuk Khoo Kay Por, 
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one of the founders of the party who is from Penang Island, was 
also chosen as central committee member for life. 


In that connection all seven candidates from Penang Island won in 
the elections for central committee of Gerakan. They are: Datuk 
Lim Ee Heong, Dr Choong Sim Poey, Dr Kang Chin Seng, Lim Chien 
Aun, Lim Heng Tee, Ooi Ean Kwong, and Rhina Bhar. 


Do all of the hopes of Gerakan members in Penang Island rest with 
them to keep Penang Island as a party base? What is certain is 
that with the major victory of Dr Lim, his influence has grown 
stronger, and his wing of the party is spreading its influence. 


Political observers believe that the expectation that Dr Lim 
would announce the appointment of Dr Goh and Datuk Khor to 
offices in the top leadership cf the party, as he has done in 
the past, did not come true this time. 


Indeed, even before now, Dr Goh has been a kind of orphan in the 
party, when the president of the party has not nominated him for 
some office in the government. It is as if he had been directly 
cast aside in the party, which is controlled by leaders who have 
changed over from the MCA (Malaysian Chinese Association]. 


The clearest action taken b: Dr Lim in his effort to expand the 
influence of Gerakan was tu. have the last meeting of party 
Gelegates approve proposals to establish relations with the Sabah 
United Party (PBS) in the form of a confederation or some other 
structure which might be accepted by the two parties, with the 
objective of encouraging unity and national integration. 


In his policy address at the last party congress, Dr Lim firmly 
and clearly expressed the view of the party, which opposed the 
continuation of the New Economic Policy after 1990. 


Speaking before Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, Dr Lim asked 
that the protection provided by the government to Malay 
businessmen should be gradually reduced in the future, because as 
long as the government provides favors for a certain ethnic 
group, other groups will feel disadvantaged. 


We will see where Dr Lim will lead Gerakan after this. 


5170/12223 
CSO: 4213/94 





MALAYSIA 


USNO CRITICIZES PROJECTED GERAKAN-PBS CONFEDERATION 
Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 10 Jun 87 p 2 


{Text} Kota Kinabalu, 9 June--USNO [United Sabah National Organization] has 
stated that the establishment of a confederation between the Gerakan Party 

[The Malaysian People's Movement] and the Sabah United Party (PBS) has mischie- 
vous political purposes exclusively in their own interests. 


Datuk Haji Mohamad Kassim Kamiddin, permanent chairman of the USNO Assembly, 
stated that this confederation in the future may lead to the establishment of 
a “party within the party" in the context of the Barisan Nasional (BN-- 
National Front), or a “Barisan within Barisan." 


He said: "If it is not closely watched by the central organization of the BN, 
the confederation, when it feels strong enough, will turn on its superiors, 
and there is a considerable possibility that it will create disunity among 

its component members." 


He continued: "This is because the two parties will have widespread influence 
by controlling two states at the same time, Sabah and Penang Island." 


According to Mohamad Kassim Kamiddin, the PBS will make use of the influence 
of Gerakan in that confederation to obtain undivided support of the Chinese 
community in Sabah. 


This view is based on the defeat of the PBS in the general elections for 
Parliament in August 1986, at the hands of the DAP [Democratic Action Party] 
in four election districts where the majority of the voters were Chinese. 


The four election districts won by the DAP are Tanjung Aru, Gaya, Tawau, and 
Sandakan. 


Datuk Mohamad Kassim said that for that reason, following the establishment of 
a confederation with Gerakan, the PBS, which feels that it already has full 
support from the bumiputera community, will also wish to attract the support 
of Chinese voters in the next general elections. 
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Power Sharing 


According to Datuk Mohamad Kassim, Gerakan will also try to use the 
opportunity to develop itself, particularly to share power. 


He said: "From the logical viewpoint, the two parties, as component members 
of the BN, do not need to enter into an arrangement, such as a confederation, 
because the form of the BN is more than sufficient.” 


Datuk Kassim, who is also chairman of the committee promoting UMNO's entry 
into Sabah, wants the central organization of the BN to review the proposal 
for a confederation, because he does not want the two parties to become 
involved in dirty political maneuvers. 


He said: “In fact the confederation is a challenge to every component body of 
the BN, particularly for USNO and UMNO. Because of this the PBS and Gerakan 
should reconsider the benefit of their confederation in the context of the BN 
and not exclusively from the viewpoint of their ow interests." 


He continued: "If the PBS is really honest, then why, as a component member 
of the BN in this state, does it need to form a confederation with Gerakan 
and not with USNO or with other parties in this state?” 


5170/12851 
CSO: 4213/94 
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TAN'S DEFEAT CREATES WAVES IN DAP 


MALAYSIA 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 6 Jul 87 p 5 


[Article by Ho Kay Tat] 


[Text] 


/9317 


The implication of Dr Tan's defeat to 
Lim Kit Siang's hold 
y is also a subject of avid dis- 


wey Cha LT. the 
most y person to take over the reins 


semblyman Tai Sin Piau as y. 
Those who lost 


man Dr Oon Hong Geok, Damansara 
Utama Assemblyman Madhavan Nair 
and Kajang Assemblyman Chan Kok Kit. 
sermor pelitionl sveretary, alse tales te 

secretary, al to 
be elected, some observers see the results 
of the State polls as a sign of Mr Lim los- 
ing his grip in the State. 


However, sources said Dr Tan's defeat 


However, they concede that Mr Lim's 
failure to get the opposing groups to 


CSO: 4200/769 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


SABAH'S ECONOMY IMPROVING—-Sabah is experiencing improved economic growth, 
recording a trade surplus of $531.1 million during the first 3 months of 
1987. According to the most recent statement issued by the Office of 
Statistics this week, this achievement indicates an increase of $160.3 
million or 43.2 percent in the trade surplus, compared with the same period 
of 1986. Between February and March 1987 exports rose from $407.9 million 
to $487.1 million, while imports also increased to $280.6 million from $212.7 
million. According to the statement, up to March 1987 exports as a whole 
rose by $241.7 million or 21.6 percent to $1,362.6 million, compared to 
$,120.9 million recorded in 1986. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in 
Malay 26 May 87 p 7] 5170/12851 


PAS AND COOPERATIVES ISSUE--The PAS [Pan Malayan Islamic Party] and HAMIM 
(Muslim Front of Malaysia) have urged the MCA [Malaysian Chinese Association] 
and Datuk Lee Kim Sai, its deputy president, in particular, to stop raising 
the issue of deposit taking cooperatives (DTC) and, on the other hand, to 
turn the matter over to the authorities to find a solution. Halim Arshad, 
chairman of the Youth Council of the central organization of PAS, said that 
the MCA should not compare the DIC issue with action by the government to 
help restore the position of the Bank Bumiputra in the BMF and Bank Rakyat 
scandal. Halim said that if the government arranges to pay back the losses 
suffered by shareholders in the DTC's, following improper actions by certain 
persons, this will only spread to other cooperatives. On the other hand he 
proposed that the government take firm action against people who have 
improperly handled DTC funds. Datuk Sudin Wahad, deputy president of HAMIM, 
has also said that the MCA must give the Bank Begara (Central Bank) an 
opportunity to find a solution to this matter. [Text] [Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA in Malay 3 Jun 87 p 2] 5170/12851 
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PHILIPPINES 


DELEGATION TO MOSCOW WOMEN'S MEFTING 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English i Jul 87 p 41 


"World Congress of Women") 


[Article: 


[Text] 
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JAPAN CONSIDERING CHANGING LOAN TO GRANTS 
Quezon City MALAYA in English 27 Jun 87 pp 1, 7 


jArticle by Desiree Carlos] 
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RIGHTS GROUP CLAIMS RECORD ‘DETERIORATED’ UNDER AQUINO 


Quezon City MALAYA in English 28 Jun 87 p 3 


[Article by Sonia Dipasupil] 


[Text] 
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PHILIPPINES 


AQUINO RESISTING ONGPIN FINANCIAL CONSOLIDATION PLAN 
Quezon City MALAYA in English 28 Jun 87 p 9 


[Text] President Aquino is not likely to give in to during her recent meeting with the heads of the 
Finance Secretary Jaime Ongpin's plan of Development Bank of the Philippines, Philip- 
placing government financial institutions under pine National Bank, Social Security System, 
his direct control and supervisien since the and Government Service Insurance System who 
heads of the four GFis have openly balked at resisted the idea of being controlled by 
the idea. — Department of Finance instead of the present 

Aquino’s siding with the GFis surfaced setup of reporting directly to the President. - 


alee te he clint tan te lle tld Sat sapering ant only 
undersecretary of finance will have to ” 
be an exofficiomember of each of the Svating ayes af banana’ te 
GFis, a ploy that will return to the government is trying to with. 
DOF the control of GF is. —— pay rely ; 
But during the meeting with Aqui- t. 
no, DBP chairman Jesus Estanisiao was said that placing SSS under the DOF 
quoted as saying that he does not will 
know Ongpin's whole objective of "cause 


assigning the finance undersecretary to send reasurer. 
the GF Is’ board. —8 oe oe the biggest borrow- 
But even if he knows Ongpin's GSIS + ya 


objective, Estanisiao said another alter- 
natives has to be offered outside of : 
appointing exofficiomembers from the Ongpin's wry that the DOF 
DOF. it was the first time that the supervision GFis & necessary 
DBP chairman made a statement 
——— — n . 
president Edgardo Espiritu 

more vocal in pointing out the problem GSIS is no longer subsidized by the 
of accountability resulting from the * 

Ongpin plan. The board of directors of a the PNB and 
the GFlis are presidential appointees 4. yb - oF 


accountable to Aquino while the ex alread 
officio board members report to Ongpin . y being gradually reduced. 


and are therefore accountable to him. The four GF ls said that Ongpin can 

“The ex officio board members will ways coordinate with them through 
not be accountable to the stockholders the Government Corporate Monitoring 
of the GF is, but to Ongpin only, even 2d Coordination Committee but in no 
as all the directors of the GFis have to way would they welcome the meddling 
be accountable to the stockholders,” of the DOF in their decision-making 
sources quoted Eqpiritu as saying process. 


/9317 
cSO: 4200/779 
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PHILIPPINES 





FORMER FINANCE CHIEF HITS AQUINO INVESTMENT CODE 

Quezon City WE FORUM in English 18 Jun 87 pp 4, 5 

[Article by Vic Barranco in "Town Crier": "An Encounter with Virata"] 
[Excerpt ] 


[Text] 


“You are perhaps 
happy now to see that 
the government of Pre- 
sident Cory Aquino is 
doing the same things 
that Marcos was doing, 
Mr. Minister.” 

The Minister we 
were addressing was 
Cesar E.A. Virata, 
prime minister of the 
deposed Marcos regime, 
whom we had the privi- 
lege of meeting, for the 
first time since EDSA, 
at «a launching cere- 
mony in Kawit, Cavite, 
of the book “The Truth 
About Aguinaldo and 
Other Heroes’, last 
June 12. The launching 
was part of the 89th 
anniversary ceremony 
of the proclamation of 
the first Republic of 
the Philippines in the 
Aguinaldo Shrine. 

Minister Virata who 
is known to every one 
for his expressionicss 
face but bright friendly 
eyes, reacted to our sly 
remark by simply show- 
ing & Wry, enigmatic 
smile. He did not say a 
word. One had to read 


well into that inscruta- 
ble smile which, like 
Mona Lisa's, has per- 
plexed visitors at the 
Louvre. Since Virata 
has been identified with 
the Marcos regime, it 
would be easy for any- 
‘vody to pul a mesning 
into that smile with a 
twist of sarcasm when 
he was asked if he was 
happy to observe the 
success of Cory Aquino 
and her cabinet in 
copying faithfully the 
Marcos blueprint for 
the “keunlaran ng ba 
yan.” 

[Nation's Pro- 


gress") 


Feiling to get «@ 
clear-cut retort from 
him on our slant re- 
mark, we made another 
query. “Mr. Minister, 
what do you think of 
the administration's 
omnibus investment 
code?” He perked up 
on the subject because 
it was in his line: fi- 
nance, investment, 
funds management, 
taxation, trade. 
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“The investment 
code is retrogressive,” 
he said curtly without 
mincing. And then he 
waxed eloquent and 
articulate, a U.P. lec- 
turer that he is. “It will 














/9317 
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ulated and thanked Minis- 
ter Virata also for attend- 
ing to the official letters on 
taxation and revenue cases 
brought to the attention of 
Minister Virata. 

“You gave us the cour- 
tesy of acknowledging ow 


correspondence from the 
private sector and inform- 


ing us promptly on the ac- 
tion you have teken on 
those matters. Your cour- 
tesy of answering our Ict- 
ters is something that we 
do not get now from Secre- 
tary Joker Arroyo and 
Secretary Jimmy Ongpin.” 
Petrasanta said. 

Minister Virata move 


H. 


to you a thouend ways of 
interpreting thaf smitc. 











PHILIPPINES 


AQUINO'S UNCLE'S BUSINESS CONTRACT ‘FROZEN' OVER ‘'CONTROVERSIES' 


Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 30 Jun 87 pp 1, 8 


{Article by Vic Agustin: 


[Text] 


A CARGO-HANDLING contract for 
Manila piers awarded to a company con- 
trolled by Representative-elect Francisco 
**Komong’’ Sumulong has beer “‘frozen’’ 
by the Department of Transportation and 
Communications because of “‘so many 
controversies there.”’ 

Transportation Secretary Rainerio 
Reyes told the Inquirer after he met with 
President Aquino yesterday the old board 
of the Philippine Ports Authority headed 
by then Transportation Secretary Her- 
nando Perez awarded two contracts -- one 
of them to Ms. Aquino’s uncle, less than a 
week before Perez stepped down to run as‘ 
congressman in Batangas. — 

Onc -of the contracts 
extended to cight more 
years the conwoversial 
one-year contract awar- 
ded to Marina Port Ser- 


by Primitivo Solis Jr. 
last May 10, the day be- 


vices, Inc. to handle the as transportation and 
P500 million a ycar car- communications  sccre- 
go-handling services at tary and PPA board 
Manila's South Harbor. chairman. For still un- 
The other was for known rcasons, how- 
Allicd Port Scrvices, Inc. ever, Solis refused: to 
(APSI), which opcratcs sign the APSI deal. 
the arrasie and steve- The Inquirer has con- 
doring services along the firmed that Sumulong is 


entire Pasig River. 
The Marina contract 
was subsequently signed 


“Cory Uncle's Pier Deal Held") 


the 1986 Revo- 
lution, displacing cight 
handling operators 

in the arca. 
Aficr Reyes took 
over the department last 








{9317 
CSO: 4200/779 


**I looked at the APSI 
contract and I noticed so 
many CONLFOVCrSICS 
there. So l want to study 
it first. That's what's 
going on now,” Reycs 
said without cloborating. 

He did not cxplam 
what kind of contract 
was supposed to have 
been given to APSI. 

Asked if he knew 
who the boatd chairman 
of APSI was, Reycs an- 
swercd **I don't know.”" 

The /nquirer has con- 

firmed that Sumulong, in 
addition to APS], is also 
the board chairman of 
DASSAD Warchousing 
Services, Inc. which got 
an exclusive contract 
altcr the February Re: 
volution to store all dan- 
crous cargo at ‘the 
lanila watertront. 

Sumulong’s name 
cropped up amid an up- 
roar m= the waterfront 
and in media circles that 
a new “‘crony”’ was 
emerging, replacing Al- 
ſſedo “ Beyo””—s Roo- 
muakdez, the former port 
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kingpin and brothcr-in- 
law of deposed President 
Marcos who monopo- 
lized the cargo-handling 
busincss at the picrs 
during his hcyday. 

On the controversial 
Marina deal, Feyes said 
he can no longer do 
anywung apout a be- 
cause the contact has al- 
rcady becn signed. 

Marina was only 12 
days old as a corporation 
when it was awarded the 
South Harbor arrasirc 
contract on July 21, 
1986. lis presidemt, Ra- 
mon Mendoza, is said to 
be close to the Cojuang- 


Cos. 

“If | had my way, |! 
would have cancclied all 
the contracts first and 
have everything bidded 
out,”’ Reyes said. 

Asked what was pre- 
venting him from having 
the Marina contract bid- 
ded out, Reyes an- 
swered, ““Can abro- 
gaic a contract? I might 

a lawsuit.” 

“Even if it (contract) 
it’s already signed,”” he 
sand. 


PHILIPPINES 


MIDWEEK VIEWS SANCHEZ SEXATORIAL CANDIDACY ‘PREDICAMENT' 
Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in Tagalog/English 10 Jun 87 pp 10-13, 40-41 


[Article by Tezza 0. Parel: "“Bobbit is on the Warpath") 


[Text] Former Labor Minister Augusto Sanchez, victim of “administrative 
failures" and “calculator malfunctioys,” is fighting for his rightful seat 
in the Senate. 


For senatorial candidate Augusto "Bobbit" Sanchez, the weeks following elec- 
tions have been nothing but a trial. Almost as soon as the counting of 
ballots started, frantic messages from all over the country began flooding 
his headquarters informing him that a disqualified candidate of the same 
surname was lousing up his chances of winning and his ranking in the poll 
count, to the possible tune of two million votes. Unknown and faceless, 

Gil Sanchez may have brought about the biggest upset in this election 

(J.P. Enrile's aside), making his classification as "nuisance" candidate 
something of an understatement. 


The present Commission on Elections already has several instances of 
incompetence (a.k.a. “administrative failures") against it, but Bobbit 
Sanchez's predicament is its most egregious to date. As early as April 9, 
the Comelec had already nullified the candidacy of one Gil Sanchez from 
Pampanga for his failure to comply with some routine requirements. But while 
the poll body placed him at No. 39 in the list of 40-odd disqualified bets, 
it failed to strike his name off the list of official senatorial candidates. 
Neither did it telegraph the vital piece of information to the 101,568 
precincts during the whole one month and two days that it could have done so. 
To add to the confusion, “Candidate” Gil guested on a TV program a few days 
before the election ("maliciously" so, according to Bobbit's complaint) and 
solicited votes. 


Comelec member Haydee Yorac, alerted by Bobbit's camp, went on television the 
night before and again on the day of the election to inform electorate and 
precinct officials alike about Sanchez, Bobbit's candidacy and the nullifica- 
tion of Sanchez, Gil's, but apparently very few were watching. As a result, 
a few souls still cast their ballots for “Candidate” Gil, while the rest of 
the "Sanchez" votes unaccompanied by a first name or an accredited nickname 
were thrown out as "stray" votes. The horror stories piled up by the day, 
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and a few notaably silly ones that nevertheless still “thwarted the people's 
will, etc." In some precincts, the story goes, the poll officials hit upon a 
solution Solomonic in inspiration, but not in wisdom, by evenly dividing all 
"Sanchez" votes between the two candidates--"one for Bobbit, one for Gil," 
and so on. Merrier mix-ups include votes for “Nelia Sanchez" and “Bobbit 
Sancho." 


To date, the Comelec has remained unresponsive to the Laban candidate's 
motion for a recount and appears to want nothing better than for someone 
else to pick up the rap and the tab for its latest boo-boo. It has bounced 
back Bobbit's petition by asking him to pinpoint all the precincts where 
confusion reigned. 


Sanchez has neither the inclination nor the money to clean up the Comelec's 
own mess. The poll body's footdragging is understandable, if no less 
conscionable. A recount could cost anywhere from four to sixty million 
pesos, plus create a precedent that would allow present and future losers 
to resort to same. 


But while ineptitude is one thing, fraud is another. Bobbit, at present, 
continues to view his own case as entirely different from that of the 
opposition grousers, but he is aware that his case is vulnerable to propa- 
ganda and manipulation (We are still on the same side but being deceived, 
according to GAD). However, evidence of a different complexion has started 
filtering into his camp. The certificate of canvass from Cavite initially 
showed him as having received only 40,007 and Wigberto "Bobby" Tanada, 
22,333, while the scores of their coalition mates were in the hundreds of 
thousands. Bobbit's champion in the Comelec, Haydee Yorac, became suspicious 
and called in the registrar, and it turned out that he had garnered more than 
167,000 votes, while Tanada got 222,000 plus. In Marinduque, Sanchez was 
supposed to have received only 12,000 votes but a quick check revealed that 
he actually received 121,000 votes. Comelec officials said that their manual 
calculators goofed. The latest bulletins to depress the Sanchez camp have 
been reports that all votes for Roberto Gonzales, another “nuisance” candi- 
date disqualified by the Comelec, were credited without question to Neptali 
Gonzales. 


Sanchez's followers have estimated that if only ten percent of the 101,568 
precincts were affected by the "stray" votes, and given a conservative loss 
of 100 votes per precinct, Bobbit Sanchez would stand to lose over a million 
votes in this election. Some believe that it could even be two million. 
Together with the “calculator malfunctions" which occurred in Cavite and 
Marinduque, the figure may be even higher. 


It is not only the slow burn that such incidents cause that are giving 
Bobbit and his supporters ulcers and sleepless nights. The situation has 
begun to look extremely fishy. Is his predicament merely a ghastly case of 
clerical oversights or part of a grand scheme to cheat the feisty lawyer of 
a berth in the Upper House? 





Like the good lawyer that he is, Sanchez is not about to give in to paranoia 
or libelous statements until all the evidence is in. "I have been victimized 
by the INC, the TOSCA and the ClA--according to Larry Henares," he quips. He 
has also decided to take it easy. Two weeks after he filed his motion for a 
recount, he appears relaxed, although still sardonic, in the face of the 
Comelec's disinclination to act on his petition. The permanent shadows under 
his eyes, the color of liver during his most vituperative stage, has receded 
to its normal brown. But he has no intention of easing up on the pressure and 
has filed his case with the Supreme Court. He may even throw in a lawsuit 
against Chairman Ramon Felipe, as some of his aides have been urging him to 
do. He has such faith in the present Justices of the Supreme Court that he 
fully expects them to make a speedy decision in his favor. His confidence 

is so unshakeable he refuses to entertain “what if..." questions or draw up 
scenarios just in case of a negative outcome. 


The high tribunal may be the only institution under the Aquino government 
which has Sanchez's wholehearted endorsement. The no-nonsense former labor 
minister is probably the only Palace insider (save for ex-insider Enrile, 
again) to frankly admit disenchantment with a still widely popular administra- 
tion. 


"I thought that when we were appointed to our positions, we would really 
clean up the government," Bobbit said. "Thus, I dismissed people from their 
jobs here and there. I dismissed almost a hundred labor arbiters. Then, 
later on, I heard that they went to the Ministry of Justice, sons of 
gambling games!" [local cuss word] 


The elitist complexion of the new Congress in both houses gives Bobbit, an 
enthusiastic believer in the “New Politics,” a feeling of deja vu. But the 
15-month old government may yet recover its tarnished credibility if it 
pushes through with the Accelerated Land Reform Program through an executive 
order. "The only problem is if there are flaws in the accelerated land 
reform program. I have a copy of the comprehensive land reform program, but 
I still haven't had a chance to study it because of this (senatorial candi- 
dacy), for goodness’ sake," said Sanchez, who, if he manages to make it to 
the Senate would also have a lot to say on the judiciary, the insurgency and 
the Mindanao question ("Butz made the mistake of making a superstar out of 
Misuari") and labor, of course. 


But no comprehensive and long-lasting change would be possible, he said, 
until the concept of o debt of gratitude is eradicated from Philippine 
politics. "If and when a government is run by (the concept of) a debt of 
gratitude, then thrt's it; there's nothing more left of it--it will be 
ineffective," he said, in effect, reproaching the President for her campaign 
spiels which centered on “nice gestures" accorded her in the past by some 
Laban candidates. 


The 54-year-old lawyer can hardly be called a politician, despite his tech- 
nically having been one since 1971 when he was elected to the Constitutional 
Convention. Seventeen years later, he still does not speak the softshoe 

language of doubletalk and deals and avoids the use of “channels.” When he 
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presented his petition to the Comelec, he spoke before the whole body in an 
open session instead of engaging Chairman Felipe in a dialogue or even Yorac, 
who has been most sympathetic to his case. "I wanted everybody to hear what 

I had to say,” he said. He is not a Palace habitue or a power broker and he 
has absolutely made it clear to compadres and relatives that he would not be 
their godfather in their search for appointments. While a minister, he 
declined speaking engagements, thus missing out on the chance to meet his 
future electorate. But then PR was never his strong suit. "Most of the time, 
I challenged the people I talked to; I stretched them to their limits,” he 
said. While campaigning in San Juan, the entry of movie stars caused a mild 
riot among his audience. He chewed them out: “What do you really want to do? 
Shall we talk or watch the show?" 


In person he is quite unprepossessing, short and squat. After years of 
rallies and marches, he developed a paunch, sitting in his office at the 
ministry from 8 a.m. until three the following morning. Publicity-shy, he 
gives the impression of “surrendering” himself to interviews. Hunched over 
a seat, he awaits questions like a mill hand waiting for his next tagay. 
Like anybody's Poppa, he tools around the house in shorts and tennis shirts 
and receives guests and strangers in same. A glance at his lily-white legs 
reveals that his get-up is sartorial rather than athletic. 


But for all his reputation and bulldog appearance, he is approachable and 
friendly in a gruff sort of way, a notorious “tender hearted" as most human 
rights lawyers are who don't know where next month's rent for the office 
will come from but who generously spend their own money defending political 
detainees. 


He is the rare politico without frills, and his blunt speech leaves no doubt 
as to his opinion of a person or issue. He speaks with obvious distaste of 
fellow Laban candidate Ernesto Maceda and former Cabinet Minister Rogaciano 
Mercado, and once chided Rene Saguisag for bragging about returning $600 to 
the Commission on Audit. Contrary to popular notion, it was not Saguisag 
who first discombobulated the COA by returning leftover dollars from a trip 
abroad. Sanchez would have broken bigger headlines if he had had the same 
habit of ingenuously informing journalists of his every good deed. To date 
he has returned about $7,700 in unspent allowances. 


His political life is a mixture of idealism and practicality. As a Con-Con 
delegate in 1971, he supported the Ban-Marcos drive that would have prevented 
the former president from seeking a third term. He also turned down a 
P300,000 bribe to vote in favor of the parliamentary form of government. 

But when martial law was declared, he signed the infamous Charter of 1973, 
agreeing to one colleague's rationale--"Let us survive first, before we 
fight.” 


While hiding fugitives from the military, he was an enthusiastic co-signee 
of anti-martial law broadsides written by Jovito Salonga until he chafed at 
this form of protest. "I said to Jovy that nothing good would ever happen 
to us here, to what we were doing, since no one would ever read what you've 
written, just us. There would be no press to print it. What we would need 
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would be political exercise, talking to all the people, challenging Marcos 
to his utmost, to his limits.” 


While he has always striven to stay on the straight and narrow with the 
unsverving dedication of a torpedo, he describes himself as a latter-day 
liberal. He began neglecting a lucrative career in corporate law in 1980 
after organizing MABINI with Saguisag, Jejomar Binay and other concerned 
lawyers, and for four years, he chaired the organization which gave legal 
assistance to victims of political repression 


It may have been his emergence as a human rights lawyer which brought hia 

to the attention of Corazon Aquino and which then led to his subsequent 
appointment as minister of labor. Unlike most sf today's political 
personalities, he has no stock of “Ninoy and I" anecdotes and does not 
pretend to have been buddy-buddy with the late senator. He never visited 
the Aquinos in Boston during his trips to the States. Thus, he was surprised 
to find Cory Aquino often greeting him warmly at the confetti rallies of 
1983-84. In 1984, when political dissidents were again being arrested in 
batches, he decided that the best defense was a high profile and ran for the 
Batasang Pambansa. He resigned as chairman of the MABINI, which had opted 
to boycott the elections. By then, forces were already at work to push Cory 
Aquino into the limelight. She invited him to join the Convenors Group but 
he declined. Up to now it is still a mystery to him how Cory came up with 
his appointment. 


But like everyone else, he was greatly affected by Ninoy's death. To hin, 
Aquino's assassination spelled the futility of parliamentary struggle, and 

he became more broad-minded when confronted with more radical means of social 
change. His openness to the concept of a “united front” led to his 
ac.vaintance with Tony Zumel et al. It is probably the assumption that he 
had a “line” to the underground that led to his reputation as a leftist. 


“Are you a card-carrying Communist, Bobbit, if I may be permitted to ask that 
fatal question?” asked the irrepressible Nick Joaquin in one interview. The 
erstwhile minister laughed and replied: “And may I be allowed to answer 
directly, openly and once and for all--(emphatic) NO!" 


One of the many ironies in the life of this corporate defender turned labor 
ally is that such an allegation was never breathed about him or other human 
rights lawyers during the Marcos years. “It's only now, when I became the 
minister of labor, that I'm being falsely accused of being a Communist.” 
Marcos started the Red-baiting when he broadcast from Hawaii that there 
were Communists in Cory’s Cabinet, referring to Bobbit, Saguisag, Aquilino 
Pimentel and Joker Arroyo. The charge was then picked up by Ali Dimaporo, 
who denounced them at an Army and Navy Club speaking engagement. Coinci- 
dentally, Bobbit was in the next function room and reporters trotted over 

to get his reaction. "I simply laughed it off," Sanchez recalls. “I didn't 
know that it would really bite and get stuck that bad.” The label has stuck 
ever since. “Wherever I go, everyone says the same thing--it is the main 
topic,” he complains. 
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His endorsement by the Partido ng Bayan during this year's congressional race 
was most welcome, but it also confirmed his closeness with the Left. Unknown 
to many is that other Laban candidates had sought the leftist party's endorse- 
ment, including Ernesto Maceda who was promptly turned down. 


Bobbit Sanchez left the government in December 1986, following the coup 
attempt that led to the ouster of Enrile and the mass resignation of the 
cabinet at the request of the President. Sanchez was peeved at the attempt 
to use the occasion to ease the liberals out of government along with Rambo. 
“Jesus, this Teddy Benigno kept on saying that Nene Pimentel and I would 
soon follow (i.e, be ousted after Enrile).” So on December 12, he wrote Cory 
Aquino. “Please accept my resignation, I said, because the people are being 
polarized and it's not doing anybody any good. Just before I left the 
ministry she called me to her office and asked, ‘What do you really want?' 
My reply was: ‘Don't offer me any government position where I cannot help 
the little people. We are in the government to serve, not to earn a living 
or to have a source of income.’" The President was gracious but anything 
unsolicited did not go down very well with her. Days after his lecture, 
Bobbit became Private Citizen Sanchez until she picked him out for the Laban 
senatorial slate. 


Bobbit accepted the challenge, “to sort of vindicate myself." The allegation 
that “I bungled the job of labor minister” rankles. Despite his brief stint, 
he believes that he was able to achieve the primary goal of his position: to 
get labor to trust the government. “It took me a long time to accomplish that. 
Now, after May 1, it's all gone.” The government's announcement last Labor 
Day of the integration of the COLA into the basic pay instead of the expected 
increase in minimum wage angered the workers. “If I were still in the Labor 
Ministry," he says, "I wouldn't allow it to happen.” 


During his ten months in office, he was able to settle 520 labor disputes, 
“excluding those that didn't blow up, that didn’t happen because of our 

prompt and careful vigilance.” His use of the conciliation approach, rather 
than the traditional confrontational approach, paved the way for a sore 
harmonious relationship between labor and management. “If labor or management 
didn't have any complaints against me, it's because all my decisions vere 
based on their dialogues.” 


Big Business wasn't impressed. He was the first patently pro-labor minister 
in history, and he scared multinationals with his “Commie” talk of profit 
sharing, transfer pricing and technology transfer. The fact that he was 
invulnerable to bribes, sending back unopened envelopes bulging with money, 
did not endear him to opportunists. They began pointing out that the number 
of strikes was rising either because he was incompetent or because his 
“coddling” of labor had spoiled the workers into thinking they could do 
anything as long as he was in office. 


Bobbit answered back: “Every political event is followed by some sort of 
liberation. The number of strikes rose up in 1981 after the lifting of martial 
law, in 1984 when a lot of Opposition won in the Batasan elections, and in 

1986 after the snap polls. What all this means is that we just want to make a 
loud call to the people. 





Darn it, big business, I guess they impressed Cory enough to 
make her believe that I was the one responsible for the strikes. So she 
replaced me with someone connected with Big Business.” 


It was Big Business, he said, that was instrumental in pushing him out of the 
Cabinet, and it is Big Business that is trying to keep him out of the Senate. 
Labor's regard for him is so high that he did not have to actively seek the 
militant groups’ endorsement in his bid for the Senate. Thus, when he started 
coming up nil in certain provinces, one of his supporters described it as a 
“virtual impossibility.” “Everywhere in the Philippines, workers consider him 
their friend,” he said. 


But then how do you explain the failure of Partido ng Bayan candidates Jaime 
Tadeo and Crispin Beltran to get sufficient votes? Ostensibly they would be 
carried by peasants and workers all over the country. 


"I guess the people need to be educated a bit more about the new politics of 
issues rather than personalities. But just because they failed this time, 
it doesn't mean they should stop trying right there and there. “I don't 
believe Alan (Jazmines of the Alliance of New Politics) that ‘all is lost, 
there is nothing more left.’ That shouldn't be our attitude,” Sanchez says. 


Personality-oriented politics has dominated the Philippines for so long that 
politicians who would rather be known for the issues they carry may have to 
wait 30 years to get “instant name recall.” After all, Claro M. Recto's 
nationalism didn't make a dent in Philippine consciousness until three 
decades later. But first, politicos like the PnB candidates and their 
endorsees, namely, Sanchez and Tanada, will have to get in first. Bobbit is 
not about to give credence to the GAD-UPP-KBL's allegations of fraud: “These 
reports are still speculation until I see concrete evidence that fraud occur- 
red indeed--but I would like to know why it is only in Bobby's case that 
their calculator malfunctions!" 


Speculation has given rise to two schools of thought on the matter: the 
liberals are being eased out to give way to (1) Santanina Rasul and Manintal 
Tamano, to beef up the Mindanao representation that would block the secession 
moves of militant Muslims; or (2) GAD candidates favored by the CIA. 


Poll-rigging is supposed to have been rendered obsolete by the emergence of a 
leader widely reputed for her honesty and sincerity. ~ t then there have been 
many cases all over the world when a head of state wh fuses to be dictated 
to has been out-maneuvered by the powerful backers of iraditional politics. 


But Bobbit Sanchez who has tangled with some of the biggest is not about to 
give up the good fight. One imagines him digging in and saying, “We'll see!” 
New Politics may yet gain a toehold if Sanchez succeeds in squeezing himself 
into the Senate. And from there, who knows? Maybe a hop and a skip to a 
newer order. We may not even have to wait another 30 years. 


8335/9091 
CSO: 4211/39 
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"MIDDLE’ FORCES BEWAIL LACK OF IDEOLOCY 


Quezon City WE FORUN in English 11 Jun 87 pp 4, 7 
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Ur STUDENT LEADER ANALYZES TURN FROM MILITANCE 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 1 Jul 87 pp 16-17 


[Article by Melanie Manlogon: "A New Curriculum for Campus Activists"] 


[Text] 


inzons Hall on the UP 
Diliman campus sits on a 
knoll apart from other 
buildings around the university's 
academic oval. In front of it, like 
a sentinel, is a statue of Andres 
Bonifacio, with bolo held aloft 
and pointing at the sky. For 
many decades now, Vinzons Hall 
has housed the offices of the 
University Student Council 
(USC), whose militance reminds 
one of the kind espoused by 
Bonifacio and the Katipuneros. 

But right now it seems that 
campus militance has dissipated 
and the student movement at the 
UP, like the student front in pen- 
eral, is quieter than it was under 
the leadership of past student 
governments. 

Why so? 

Francis Pangilinan, chairman 
of the UP USC, a “moderate rad- 
ical” (because he believes in 
“sweeping change” without “tak- 
ing hardline positions all the 
time”) and a “romantic pragma- 
tist’’ {because he writes poems 
but believes that “you have to 
base your actions on concrete 
conditions”), thought about it 
over a bottle of Sarsi and said, 
no, the students were not being 
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silent, they were just in a “transi- 
tion period” where roles and 
methods of struggle were being 
reassessed. 

A law student in his early 
twenties, Pangilinan was elected 
student council chairman a year 
after his party, the Sangguniang 
Mag-aaral pata sa Sambayanan 
(SAMASA), suffered defeat in 
the student polls and saw the 
council doininated by a rival 
party, the Nagkaisang Tugon. 

He assumed office under dif- 
ficult circumstances} the seats in 
the council having been divided 
between the two fival student 
parties on campus, ,and the 
council itself under fire’ for what 
students felt was its neglect of 
their needs. ' 

Pangilinan has barely two 
months before his term ends as 
USC chairman. He describes his 
term as a “transition period” 
that’s been wracked by problems 
of adjusting from a “repressive 
situation” to one that is more 
“liberal and democratic.” 

ment, like the student 


sae in general, 


says Pangilinan. has had to con- 






he UP student goverm- 








front the problem of “disorient- 
edness” following the EDSA up- 
rising and the change in the po- 
litical climate. 

Looking more like a preppy 
than a a student leader in his pale 
blue YSL shirt, light brown pants 
and leather loafers, he recalls 
that it has been “rough sailing” 
since the beginning of his USC 
term. “We were a divided coun- 
cil. So potential deadlocks 
threatened to make the council 
ineffective.” 

Last year, the students, who 
had voted for a straight SAMA- 
SA slate ever since the USC was 
revived in 1980, decided to con- 
tinue experimenting with a 
mixed slate as it had in 1985, 


when Nagkaisang Tugon, led by 
now exCon-Com dclegate Chito 
Gascon, nearly romped off with 
all but two council seats. As it 
turned out, the 1986 USC got a 
chairman from SAMASA, a vice- 
Chairman ftom Nagkaisang Tu- 
gon, with the 12 council seats 
shared between the two parties. 

On top of this, Pangilinan says 
a survey conducted to determine 
students’ perceptions of the USC 
showed that the students were 
— alienated from the coun- 
cil. 

“We found out that the stu- 
dents thought that the past USCs 
did not address the problems of 
the constituency. It focused its 
attention on national issues and 
neglected the concerns of the 
students. It was not that the stu- 
dents didn’t appreciate the ef- 
forts of the USC to generate 
more awareness among the stu- 
dents of what was happening on 
the national level. .. It was more 
of, parang, hindi dapat ganoon 
lamang. The USC catered to a 
fraction of the student popula- 
tion — the politicized portion. 
Those who were not as active as 
the politicized bloc felt alien- 
ated. 
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But compromise, according to 
Pangilinan, enabled the divided 
council to work. “That we were 
able to negotiate, compromise, 
meet halfway was an achieve- 
ment in itself.” 

What the council had to do 
was to gain the trust of the stu- 
dentry. It drew up a program of 
action that would “cater to the 
diverse needs of the constituen- 
cy” as well as initiated activities 
that would appeal to the less po- 
liticized sector. 

As for concrete achievements 
— “We were able to unite a po 
tentially intransigent council,” 
says Pangilinan. “A deadlock — 
we were able to fight that. We 
also undertook activities that 
catered to the less politicized 
sector of the community.” 

Among these activities were a 
university fair last February, 
dubbed “NacoUP ha, Rebolus 
yon sa Diliman,” which raised 
some 20,000 for something 

called Parents’ Alternative. A 
sportsfest in which some 14 col- 
leges and 80 organizations parti- 
cipated was also held. More 

“tambayans” were set up around 

the campus as well. 

The USC, furthermore, was 
able to “strike a balance between 
national and local issues.” 

As chronicled by the UP cam- 
pus paper Collegian, the council 
led the students in supporting 
the demands of both academic 
and non-academic personne! for 
wage increases. Student delega- 
tions lobbied at the Constitution- 
al Commission for nationalistic 
provisions in the Constitution. 
The council also confronted the 





issue of resurgent fascism, sound- 
ing repeated warnings to the gov- 
ernment to check the militarists 
within it who were said to be 
responsible for such crimes as the 
brutal murder of labor leader 
Rolando Olalia. 











The USC then spurred the stu- 
dents to join the “critical yes” 
campaign on the new Constitu- 
tion, in the process becoming the 
“bailiwick” of the “critical yes” 
movement. Nearly a third of the 
initial members of the People's 
OUTCRY, the “critical yes” 
coalition, came from the various 
UP organizations. Task Force 
Vigilance, initially a response to 
the Marcosist siege of Channel 
7, was also formed to guard the 
ballots on Plebiscite Day. 


uch still remains to be 
done to mobilize student 
pport for various is- 







sues. 

As the Collegian stated after 
the university fair, the year-long 
—— of the present USC 

been that of “having to con- 
tend with an elite-dominated stu- 
dent populace which has grown 


indifferent to even the most 
basic of issues such as the tuition 
fee hikes.” 

So, how would Pangilinan as- 
sess his performance as a student 
leader? 

Rubbing his chin thoughtful- 
ly, Pangilinan says, “‘Marami 
pang kailangang gawin. There is 
so much politicizing to do. One 
year is not enough. I'm not say- 
ing I'll run again. One year of 
generating popular support for 
your program doesn't mean the 
job is over. We have to look at it 
as a continuing process.” 

At the UP, a number of issues 
remain unresolved. One of the 
most important is the issue of 
who is going to be the univer- 
sity’s 15th president. 

In May, just as the university's 
Board of Regents (BOR), on 
which Pangilinan sits as student 
regent representing 26,090 UP 
Students nationwide, was going 
to elect a new UP president, Pan- 
gilinan stirred a hornet’s nest 
when he resigned his position as 
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member of the Search Commit- 


tee assigned to select a replace- 
ment for now Senatorelect Ed- 
gardo Angara. Charging that the 
selection process was marked by 
the “absence of a genuine demo- 
cratic consultation” and that the 
criteria used were characterized 
by “ambiguity,” Pangilinan 
pressed the board to guarantee 
democratic consultation and for- 
mulate criteria that would stress, 
as virtues of the next university 
president, “social commitment 
and academic excellence.” 
Another issue is the revision of 
the University Charter which was 
formulated in 1908. Pangilinan 
says that most of the problems in 
the university are rooted in the 
“undemocratic policy-making 
structures” which originated 
from the Charter. According to 
the USC chairman, these prob- 
lems include the BOR's being 
“unabashedly elitist and ,unde- 
mocratic, structurally speaking”; 
a university budget that is “bread 
crumbs — mucn less than what 
the UP needs to move forward”; 
and “salaries and facilities which 
are way, way below standards.” 
Continues Pangilinan: “‘In- 
itial groundwork has been done 
toward revising the Charter. | 
have already presented to the 
Board of Regents the call of the 
students, the Katipunan ng mga 
Sangguniang Mag-aaral sa UP 
(KASAMA SA UP) and the Na- 
tional Alliance of UP Student 
Leaders (NAUPSL), for a revi- 
sion of the Charter. The consen- 
sus among the Regents is to re- 
view and revise it. However, the 
UP Charter is a Republic Act and 
so the issue will have to be re- 
solved ultimately by Congress.” 


f the observation held by 
not a few education beat 
reporters that the nation- 


al student movement is afflicted 
with “inertia,” Pangilinan says, 











/9317 


“I wouldn't call it inertia. You 
could probably say that the stu- 
dent movement is reorienting it- 
self. You cannot shed 14 years of 
tyranny in 15 months. There has 
to be a period of adjustment. 
You cannot confront issues ef- 
fectively when you're still adjust- 
ing. We have to contend with the 
fact that we're under a new dis- 
pensation and we were under 14 
years of tyranny. I think it 
would be wrong to say that the 
student movement no longer 
exists. Mali ‘yon, e. It does not 
take into account the change in 
conditions that merits a change 
of approach. Sa akin, that’s a 
given. In a sense, we are starting 
out again.” 

So it’s not that the student 
movement has fizzled out? 

He laughs aloud and his eyes 
widen behind his glasses: “It was 
a transition period. The situation 
before President Aquino took 
over was different as there was 
then a concrete symbol of op- 
pression. | wouldn't say the stu- 
dent movement has suffered a 
setback. There was this transition 
from a dictatorship to a liberal 
democratic government. It was a 


natural consequence that the: 


movement should go through an 
adjustment period. It's now as: 
sessing its role as a movement —: 
how it fared under the Marcos 
dictatorship, what it ‘should do 
under the Aquino govefriment. + 

“You can't have the same type’ 
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of activism, the same zeal, emo- 
tions and perceptions as_ the. 
youth and students had under 
the Marcos years. Definitely, 
there has to be a change: . . Med- 
vo na-off balance lang nang kon- 
ti dahil naiba ‘yong ‘Situation. 
There has to be a reorientation.” 

Pangilinan foresees a — 
ing political awakening” on the 
part of the students. “Conse- 
quently, because of the aware- 
ness, you'll be able to do away 
gradually with the alleged indif-' 
ference and apathy of the youth. 
We might not see it immediately, 
mind you, but remember, the 
seeds of change were planted 
over a decade before they germi- 
nated in the First Quarter 
Storm.” 

So it’s not going to be quiet 
on the student front after all. 

With the opening of Congress, 
Pangilinan says students can be 
expected to agitate and demon- 
strate, march and make known 
their views on the formulation of 
laws. There will be new legisla- 
tion affecting the country’s sov- 
ereignty in the light of the US 
bases issue and the nuclear-free 
provision of the Constitution. 
Such laws, the ever militant stu- 
dentry will not fail to monitor. 
And the student movement will 
continue voicing its demand that 
the government give high priority 
to what, after all is said and 
done, shouid be thé students’ 
greatest concern — their educa- 
tion. 
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DAVAO RESIDENT DEFENDS ALSA MASA 
Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 1 Jul 87 p 40 
[Letter to the Editor by Ernesto Bravo, Gotamco, Davao City] 


[Text } 





Dear Mr. Benjamin Pi- 
mentel Jr.: 

This is in reference to 
your article “Mindanao 
‘Montage™ (MIDWEEK, 
April 29). 

“Kill for Democracy.” Is 


this not what the NPA is- 


doing? 

“Extort for Democracy.” 
Is this not what the NPA is 
doing? 

“Coerce for Human Dig- 
nity.” Is this not what the 
NPA is doing? 

Sir, in the name of all 


that i* good in this world,} 
please do not pray and wish . 


for the return of the NPA in 
Davao. 

The NPAs are born kill. 
ers, megalomaniacal killers, 
merciless killess because 
they have an adherence to 
an ideological motivation, 
that 1s, through killing they 
will bring about genuine 
agrarian reform, true demo- 
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cracy, and lasting peace to 
the Filipino people. 

If the NPAs will regain 
control of Davao City, of 
course you know what that 
means — the NPAs will 
cleanse Davao City of un- 
desirable elements, that is, 
the NPAs will kill thousands 
of Davacenos whom they 
feel sympathized with the 
forces against them. 


Everybody here in Davao 


is practically in favor of the 
Alsa Masa -- mass media, 
radio, television, news- 
papers, priests, bishops, 
businessmen, civilian of: 
ficials, teachers, students. 
Please, Mr. Pimentel, Sir. 
please search for any good 
ness in your heart. Do you 
want the NPAs to continue 
killing the people of Davao 
for the sake of Marxism? 


Even if Nelia Sancho is 
a Davaocena, she was com- 
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pletely and absolutely and 
totally rejected by the 
Davaoenos in the May 11 
senatorial elections. She got 
zero in almost all precincts. 
Ms. Sancho spoke against 
the Alsa Masa so that the 
Davaoenos rejected and 
scorned her. This is the sec- 
ond time the Davaoenos re- 
jected Ms. Sancho. Last 
Araw ng Dabaw, March 15, 
1987, Ms. Sancho rode on a 
float in the parade in 
celebration of Davao's be- 
coming a city. The Davao- 
enos totally ignored her. So, 
you can see how commit- 
ted and supportive are the 
Davaoenos of the Alsa Masa. 

The NPA will have to kill 
plenty of Davaoenos to re- 
gain control of Davao City. 
Ils this part of your mass 
media plan? 


Ernesto Bravo 
Gotamco, Davao City 
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BALWEG'S NPA BROTHER EXPLAINS AMBUSH, ‘REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE’ 


Baguia City THE GOLD ORE in English 11 Jul 87 pp 1, 9 


[Text ] 


“SOLDIERS of the 4th 18 who,’ 


unknown to the New People's 
Army (NPA) were escorting. 
Conrado Balweg’s group on 
the way to Bangued, Abra, 
in the June 21 ambush were 
the targets of the NPA attack, 
according to Abra: NPA Com- 
mander Jovencio Balweg, a.k.a. 
Ka Rudy, in 8 communication 
relayed to CNF sources days 
after the ambush. 

"The offensive was meant 
for the AFP troopers But it 
cannot be treated as @ mit 
encounter because the CPLA 
and the AFP are, after all, on 


the same side,” Ka Rudy, Con- 


rado's younger brother ex- 


plained. .. «+» 

The other vehicle, which the 
CPLA chief was riding, he said 
was not fired at because the 
NPA men saw civilians in 


that same jeep. 
In @ statement issued by the 
NPA -Curdillera Operational 


Command (COC) last July 1, 
the revolutionary group stress- 
ed that “all AFP combet 
troops whether in camp, con- 

or actual operations are 
fw of NPA attacks in the 
face ui current offensives being 


waged by the Aquino govern- 
ment's troops.” 
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e:: — —ñ— 
— With AFP soldiers as es 
corts, the CPLA had made it- 
self @ military target of NPA’ 
‘operations, the COC state-' 
‘ment said, thus calling the 

Licuan ambush a “misencount- 
er” is erroneous. ' 
” Prior to the June 21 ambush, 
there have been no planned 
military attacks on the CPLA. 
men despite “crimes against 
the people and the revolution” 
that the NPA command hes 
listed. 

Among these, the statement 
contained, were the CPLA’s 
joint counter revolutionary 
operations with the AFP in et- 
tempts to destroy the NPA 
mass base and to hunt down 
NPA guerilies. 

“As former members of the 
NPA’s Lumbsye Compeny, 
some CPLA operatives are 
fernilier with the NPA routes 
and berrio networks linking the 
Abra, Kalinga, Apsyeo end 
Cagayan fronts.” 
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This resulted to bombing, straf- 
ing, forced evacuations and 
food blockades in thet eres, 
the statement pointed out, and 
this is considered @ biood- 
debt against the people. 

As 8 consequence of col- 
laborating with the AFP. the 
CPLA is also reportedly creat- 
ing tribe! hostilities between 
local NPA end local CPLA 
fighters, pitting tribes: vs. 
trites, clans vs. clans in boiong 
areas (the bodong is @ bil: tere! 
peace pect). 

Facilitating AFP operations 
agoinst the people thet have 
displaced communities in the 
Apayao-Cagayen srees ere seen 
by the NPA-COC as @ serious 
offense of the CPLA. Providing 
the AFP with tactical military 
end underground information 
on the NPA is yet enother 
offense on the revolutionery 
movement, the COC said as it 
listed documented events to 
buttress their allegations. 

Among the other offenses 
the COC enumersted, it was 
the CPLA’s betrayal! of the 
people end of the revolution 


CSO: 4200/775 
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thet mekes serving military 
justice imperstive. 

“The military policy of the 
NPA is subordinate to broed- 
er policy formuleted by eppro- 
priete CPDF bodies in consul- 
tstion with the masses end 
their orgenizstions, “‘the stete- 
ment seid. 

Thus even the Licuen em- 
bush sithough not e plenned 
etteck on the CPLA would 
heve spered Conrado Balweg 
since ft is only the people's 


per custom law, villagers would 
convene to openly voice eccu- 
tations thet will bet tackled 
in @ public debste. The NPA 
& fonvenor Of the inquisition 
can only carry out the verdict 
thet people would pass a «s 
result of debete. | 

“The NPA is no erbitrery 
judge executioner which kills 
people on sheer impulse, sus- 
Picion or even politicei-ideolo- 
gical differences,” the NPA. 
COC emphesized.“E.R. Alcan- 
tara/CNF/07.10/01 











CPDF CHAIRMAN ON GOVERNMENT'S ‘TOTAL WAR’, AUTONOMY 


Baguio City THE GOLD ORE in English 11 Jul 87 p 10 


[Text ] 


A RANKING member of the 
Cordillera People’s Democratic 
Front (CPDF), a counterpart | 
organization of the National 
Democratic Front here, said 
Monday in 4 written state 
ment that the government's 
declaration of “total war” has 
left the revolutionary forces 
in the region no choice but to 
defend the indigenous popula: 
tions and their organizations 
against incursions of the mili- 
tary and Balweg's army. 

Ignacio Capigsan, CPDF 
Chairman who is also known 
as “Bill Bilig’, in @ written 
reply to questions sent earlier 
by the local press, urged the 
Cordillera folk living in areas 
covered by the peace-pact sys- 
tem to guard against efforts 
to use the anbush of Bal- 
weg's group “to whip up eth- 
mic disunity” through tribal 
and clan feuds in the region. 

The formal and open decia- 
ration of war made recently 
by President Aquino, Bilig 
said, forces the CPDF to call 
for the traditional fetad or a 
mobilization for people's 
armed defense in the area. 
“The NPA and the Cordillera 
People’s Guerilla Force units,” 
he arided. “have been tasked 
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with the defense of the masses 
and their organizations § in 
CPDF -held districts and muni- 
cipatities.” He warned that tac- 
tical offensives will be launch- 
ed by these units against whet 
he called “AFP-CPLA armed 
incursions.” 

The Cordillera Operational 
Command of the New Peo- 
ple’s Army, in a statement 
dated July 1, claimed respon- 
sibility over the ambush June 
21 of renegade priest Conra- 
do Balweg’s party in Baay- 
Licuan, Abra, some 400 km. 
North of Manila. 


The statement, which was 
made at the behest of Jovencio 
Balweg, the rebel priest's 
younger brother who helongs 
to the Abra Command of the 
NPA, explained that the CPLA's 
assistance of the AFP’s military 
drives which resulted in casual- 
ties of human lives and untold 


sufferings of village folk in Ke 


linga-Apayao and Cagayan, led 
to the June 21 ambush. It 
aiso disclosed that an Bman 
CPLA unit, which hed been 
arrested by the NPA, is now 


facing investigation. 


Bilig explained that the 
moves to make the CPLA 


| 


PHILIPPINES 











/9317 
CSO: 4200/775 


the regon’s peace-keeping 
force, serves a @ Concrete ex- 
pression of the low-intensity 
conflict concept of counterin- 
surgency measure supported by 
the U.S. government and the 
Central intelligence Agency 
intended to sow disunity in 
the Cordillera. 


The proposed interim Cor- 
dillera Regional Administra 
tion, including the revised Cor- 
dGillera Administrative Region, 
he said, gives the Cordillera 
people no suthority to govern 
the region. it only provides 
a semblance of administrative 
of government programs in the 
area. The move, he said, is the 
same formula used in the go- 
vernment’s dealing with Nur 
Misuari in Muslim Mindanao.° 
COOPER RESABAL/O7.11/05 
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WEGROS OIC'S HIT AFP ABUSES, BISHOP BLAMES REAGAN 
Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 15 Jul 87 pp 8-13 
[Article by Rosario Cruz Lucero: "The War in Negros”) 


[Text] 


“The military appears to have Work Program. irrigation projects 
embarked on a campaign for the crop diversification pro 
to discourage people from gram. But what we worked to 
organizing in the framework hard for in the past year, trying 

of the Church-sponsored BCC's to win the hearts of these people 

or the government's cooperatives in the mountains — this is all 

scheme. Thus, any attempt by destroyed in one day ° 
small farmers to organize is “All we are asking for,” he 
labelled communistic — an — * “is yy 57th In- 

antry talion pulled out 
aexcuse for the military 60 Trom this province. We never had 


conduct operations against 
them.” 





bandonment, says a char- 
A: in a Gabnel Garcia 
Marquez novel, is a form 
of persecution. In the little —_ 
of Sagay, Negros Occidental, the 
OIC, Victor Puey, unknowingly 
borrows this same idea and ex- 
pands on it in a commentary on 
the province's recent wave of in- 
tense military operations. 
“Under the Marcos regime,” 
he recounts, “these people in the 
mountains were abandoned for 
20 years. Now as OIC, I have 
to make up for this. | have 
tried to make them concretely 
feel the services of the Aquino 
administration through our infra- 
structure projects. the Food-tor 
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Indeed, the OIC's of the em- 
battled northern towns of Sagay 
and Cadiz City seem to be caught 
on a military merry :' 
Gen. Domingo Rio, head of the 
Westem Visayas Regional Uni- 
fied Command, has paid no heed 
to Puecy’s appeal. Rowens Guan- 
zon, OIC of Cadiz, went to Mani 
la to seek an audience with Pres 
ident Aquino on the matter of 
military atrocities. Failing to 
meet with Cory, she then tried 
to see the Chief of Staff, G¢n. 
Fidel Ramos, who in tum sent 
her back to General Rio. 

The “trouble” that Pucy was 
referring to was the mili 
operation from April 25 to 2 
in the mountain sitios of Sagay 














and Cadiz. There, a combined 
force consisting of the 57th In- 
fantry Battalion, the Gist and 
334th PC companics, and a 


CHDF unit called the Nelson 
Meriamin Group, swept the vil- 
lages. “Daw wWobuang™ (like 
mad dogs) is how victimes and 
fact-finders describe these mili- 
tary forces. 

On April 24, the very day 
President Aquino told a multi- 
sectoral mecting in Bacolod to 
work together harmoniously and 
desist from “name-calling,” pov- 
ernment troops converged on the 
Sagay-Cadiz arca in the northern 
Negros from four points. Three 
days later, on Apnl 27, the sol- 
deers left in their wake the re- 
mams of 14 victims who had 
heen hludgeoned. Stabbed. 
Slashed, gang-raped and burned 
Several others were tortured 
many arc still missing Houses 
were looted and raved to the 
rround. Amid shouts of “Marcos. 
Marcos pa rin!” the troops tore 
down posters of the LABAN 
congreswonal candidate and 
burned down « house because. it 
hal a LABAN streamer. Their 
Armalites bore stickers of the 
rival candidate. a henchman of 
late warlord Armin Gustilo. 
whose notoriety peaked with 
the Escalante Massacre. 

At the same time, there were 
military operations, complcte 
with “Tore Tora” planes. 
howitzers wid mortars, being 
conducted m the south of 
ivegros. AS @ fesult, Mere are 
now about & 000 evacuces in the 
whole province: 3,000 in the 
north and 5,000 in the south 

The Sagay(adiz killings tes 
tify to mindless military brutal. 
ity. There was Antonio Segayle, 
64. whose soles were skinned off 
tow he was dumped into a 
pit of twe coals. Three girls, 
aged 14 to 16, were gang-raped, 
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thew breasts shocd off, thew 
throats slashed open. These vic- 
tums bore no gunshot » ounds. 

Edgardo Catalan. 19. and 
Gina Isidro, 16. were beaten to 
death, their taces smashed. 
Gina’s clothes had been nipped 
off, indicating rape. and a clump 
of her hat lay m a pool of blood 
near ber litcless badly An old 
woman, hiding under a bridge. 
heard the solders demonic 
laughter — “Daw harakhak sang 
dimonyo.” she would later de- 
serif: at as the two tocmarcrs 
screamed for mercy and help. 

Tatay Gorio, more than 70 
years old, blundered into 4 
column of troops on his way to 
market to buy a bag of salt. They 
beat him to death and threw him 
into the suoklermg debris of a 
nearby house that they had 
carher looted and burned. 

There were no cacounters and 
no cross fire: the soldicrs them- 
sclvcs unwittingly attested to this. 
When the first shot was fired in 
sitio Hiyang-+hiyang. the soldiers 
who dived for cover were assured 
by the group from which the 
shot came: “Waay kontra! Wa- 
ay kontra!™” Then they radioed 
to headquarters: “Engkuwentro 
init” The casualties in that “en- 
counter™” were three carabaos 
and a . These the soldiers 
skinned butchered, to divide 
among themselves. 

What was the — of 
these operations? testumo 
nies of victims point to @ single 
dominant pattem. . «| 


- 

he military appears to 

have embarked on a 
campaign that aims to 
discourage people, as those in 
Negros, from organizing in the 
framework of cither the Church- 
Basic Christian Com- 

munities (BCC's) or the govern- 
ments cooperatives scheme 
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frustrated, and military abuses 
and atrocities continue un 
checked in her town. 
Fact-finding teams from 
religous, government and cause- 
onented groups, are getting 
more and more nervous about 
going into areas where military 
atrocities have been reported. In 
southern Negros, they asked La 
Carlota OIC Edgardo Canlas to 
guarantee their safety but were 
frankly told that the goverm- 
ment could not interfere in mili- 
tary operations. There is reason 
for them to be wary; some weeks 
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NPA’s ambushed you yet?” 


NPA's, they beat us up anyway. 
What are we to do?” 


time I'm being exposed to atro- 
Cities like these, now that our 


President is Cory .. . But what | 
really feel bad about is this 
sabotaging of goverment pro 


grams meant to help the masses.” 











City, caught be- 
tween the bombing in the 
th of Negros and the 
killings in the north, is not 
spared the din and distress of 
battle. 
norsily 





A media tugof-war 1s now 

raging on the airwaves of 
this Visayan metropolis. In Scp- 
tember, a mghtist propaganda 
program, founders and members 
unknown, was hatched, called 
Operation Diadem. A copy of its 
guidelines revealed that it would 
organize a “mystical core group” 
which’ would influence media 


voutrol.” | 

Not long after, radio anchor- 
men known for their outspoken 
cnticism of abusive military cb 
ements were fired by their sta 
tion. After protesting their illegal 
dismissal, they were remstated as 
mere field reporters. This meant 


of national newspapers. 

NDF statement denying the re- 
port and detailing the actual cir- 
cumstances of the incident bare- 
ly got mentioned on a radio pro 


gram. 

Correspondents, Broadcasters 
and Reporters Association — 
Action News Service (COBRA- 
ANS) is a group of hard-hitting 
media people in Negros who do 
not mince words when criticizing 
human rights violations. It has 
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“the military, 
which has now fully regained the 
trust and confidence of the peo 
ple it serves by the sincerity it 
has been showing since the 1986 
February Revolt.” 


n the night of Apnil 28. 
grenade exploded in the 
courtyard of the resi- 
dence of Msgr. Antonio Fortich. 
Although visibly upset by what 
could only have been an assassi- 
nation attempt, the Negros 
churchman has not lost his sense 
of humor. 

“The only casualty from that 
blast was a sparrow without a 
unit,” he laughs and then ex- 
plains, “There was a bird up on 
the rool and its behind was hit 
by shrapnel, Now my priests are 
having it stuffed to m@ve to me as 
a pit. So now, | have a dead 
sparrow without a unit.” 

But why the grenade attack’ 
Bishop Fortich gives, not a direct 
answer, bul a sequence of events. 
“On April 24, Cory arrived and 
called a multisectoral confer- 
ence, whith incduded both me 
and the military. She said, ‘I'm 
appealing to you to stop all this 
name<alling. Learn to work to 
gether.’ So, all nuht. we passed 
a formal resolution to work har- 
moniously together. A few days 
later, a grenade was thrown at 
the onmhops house. All nght, 












we stopped the name-calling, so 
now what we have is grenade- 
throwing.” 

The “name-calling” deplored 
by the President started with 
the military accusing 35 pnests 
in the Diocese of Negros of being 
Communists. After two months 
of quiet investigation, Msgr. For- 
tich published an open letter 
denying the allegations on 25 of 
the pricsts. “If they call 25 of 
my priests Communists, | tell 
them, charge them in court. If 
they can run after an old man up 
in the hills, who is not even an 
insurgent, then surely they can 
take this case to court, can’t 
they? Then we can have a repe- 
tition of the Negros Nine case, 
which gave the Marcos yegime a 
black eye before all the World.” 

He adds, “Of course there 
were priests who left the Church 
years ago and who chose to go to 
the hills. One must respect their 
personal option; but whatever 
they do no longer reflects the 
teachings of the Church. They 
are on their own. They do not 
represent this institution any 
more, But these 25 that the mil- 
tary are calling Communists, 
these are priests on active duty.” 

Like the civil government in 
Negros. Msgr. Fortich is the tar- 
get of verbal — and now 
— attacks because of his vocifer- 
ous denunciation of human 
nights violations and his call for 
immediate land reform. “For 
these they call me Communist. If 
what I do is communistic, then 
what do they want me to do? Sit 
down and relax in an air-condi- 
ticned room? My flock is tor 
tured, salvaged, and ['m sup 
posed to sit down and just tell 
them. God is merciful and forgiv- 
ing? What kind of a pastor would 
1 be if | just kept my mouth shut 
about these atrocities?” 

Does the bishop see a pattern 
in the escalation of hostilities on 
the sland’ 
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“Of course, there is a pattern! 
Let us start with Reagan. He said 
once, ‘The Church is no longer 
our ally.” That's why he now sup- 
ports the fundamentalist sects 
like the Moonies, who do not dis- 
turd the status quo. We who 
preach social justice, land re- 
form, human nghts, we are dis- 
turbing the status quo. So Rea 
gan and the military are in ce 


people through the 
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Fr. Niall O'Brien, of the fa- 
mous Negros Nine. has been back 
in the Philippines for only two 
months and confesses he is still 
feeling his way about the current 
situation. In any case, how does 





he compare the Marcos regime 
with the present? ' 

He hesitates and then replies 
cautiously, “In some respects, 
there is some deterioration. Be- 
fore, when we made some com- 
plaints about the army, there 


would be a move up above to do 
something. At the moment, it 
seems very difficult to get our 
voices heard with regard to mili- 
tary abuses. On the other hand, 
there is a growing sense of stabil- 
ity; with the elections, hopefully, 
things may settle down. . .” 


he right-wingers and the 
T military see communism 

as the main issue, @ pro 
position with which OIC Puey, 
Bishop Fortich and Fr. © ‘¥en 
disagree. 

Puey says, “There are people 
who spend more time putting up 
streamers, declaning communism 
is bad, communism is godless, 
etc. But that won't work. Hun- 
gry people have no use for such 
words, let alone slogans. Even if 
we fill all the roads from here to 
Bacolod with streamers con- 
demning communism, we will 
not win — unless we can give 
them food, justice, progress. You 
have 70 go up to the mountains 
where the people are and 
dialogue with them, help them to 
become self-sufficient with live- 
lihood programs. But when I go 
up there, I'm labelled a Com- 
munist. When I send them food 
under the Food-for-Work pro- 
gram, the military accuses me of 
feeding the NPA’s. 

“I don’t know how I ever got 
involved with the NPA's in the 
first place. When I go up to the 
mountains | don’t ask .everyone 
I meet, ‘Ano ka? NPA ka ba? 
Loyalist ba?’ I don't ask. I just 
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go there as a mayor, an OIC, of- 
fering the people help in the 
form of projects. . . 

“All nght, maybe | percent of 
the people up there are NPA’s. 


So what do we do with the 99 
percent? Shoot them down? Our 
responsibility as mayor is to win 
the hearts of these people. But 
we are being ripped apart. If only 
I could do my work as mayor, 
these people would not run to 
the NPA's with their problems. 
They would come to us.” 

Msgr. Fortich is more forth- 
right anu explicit. “The issue is 
not communism. These military 
operations are distracting us 
from the real issue: realistic land 
reform. We should do that right 
now. We must not postpone that 
Do not throw that to Congress. 
If those senators and congress- 
men are landed people, they will 
be debating the issue forever. 
Land reform is the cheapest way 
to buy peace.” 


Fr. O'Brien smiles. “If Msgr. 
Fortich went on the radio tomor- 
row and said, ‘I am not in favor 
of land reform,’ his life would 
be a lot safer. A lot of the trou- 
ble is really not about commun- 
ism, but land reform and the fear 
that it brings — even though 
compensation will be given to 
the landowners and even though 
they have already abandoned 
their lands. 

“An archbishop once said, 
‘When we give food to the poor. 
they say we're saints. When we 
ask why Chey're poor, they say 
we're Communists.” But we have 
to ask why they're poor, so 
whether we like it or not, we're 
going to be called Communists. 
We have to take it in stride.” 





“The most urgent task for the 
US,” declares Ray Cline of the 
US Center for Strategic and In- 
temational Studies, “is to stop 
wars of national liberation.” 


Negros today shows that the 
battle for human liberation can 
take many forms. Msgr. Fortich 
perceives it as the evangelical 
duty of the Church, OIC Puey as 
a battle for the hearts of the peo 
ple, the media as a crusade for 
truth. Perhaps all of these strug- 
gies are, cach in its own way, 
wars of national liberation where 
none suffer so much as the peo 
ple caught in the cross fire — the 
farmers, their wives and their 
children, 
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LEFTIST TABLOID LINKS CHILD PROSTITUTION, U.S. BASES 
Quezon City WE FORUM in English 19 Jun 87 p 4 


[Editorial: "The Bases and Rosario"™] 


[Text ] 


No news is more unsettling than that of 
a child who dies — more so if the death is 
senseless, and a bizarre reflection of the 
seamy side of society. 

Such a news is the one reported by the 
Philippines News and Features yesterday, 
about a | 2-year old girl in Olongapo City, 
who died after an operation on her by 
doctors to find out the cause of her abdo- 
minal pains. It turned out she had been 
suffering from the effects of a piece of plas- 
tic vibrator that must have broken off and 
remained in her uterus for three months. 
Who among the cruel men who used her as 
a sex object — presumably foreign service- 
men — was responsible for the deed, no 
one will ever know. 

But Rosario is dead now, and because 
she was known only to that band of child 
hookers catering to base workers, there 
are no relatives to mourn her. This entire 
society should mourn her, and perhaps, 
mourn more for itself, for the kind of 
monsters it has bred, such as child prosti- 
tution. Poverty, it is true, is at the root of 
why innocent children have to sell their 
bodies, but it is also undeniable that factors 
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like the US bases in Angeles and Olongapo 
fuel the social problem. 

One cannot help but take note of the 
morbid observations of one sociologist 
afew years back, when the child prosti- 
tution problem and the abundance of alien 
pedophiles here was just being assessed, 
that the exploitation of brown Filipino 
children is but a continuation of the un- 
ending process of colonization we have 
been subjected to for centuries. “Screwing 
our children is their condescending symbol 
for their screwing our entire country," 
the sociologist said. 

What happened to 12-year -old Rosario 
is but one dot in a sea of nauseating statis- 
tics, records that tell of abuses, perversions, 
and of a future that has been damned 
even before it came. 

Rosario’s case may seem such a little 
factor to consider in the US’ geopolitical 


‘scenario, but for those of us who are taken 


by arguments that the bases are here for 
our security would do well to remember 
whether or not that security has in fact 
already been compromised by the fact 
that our future generations are under a 
very real threat of extinction. 
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MUSLIM CONGRESSMAN VISITS IRAQ, VIEWS PROGRAMS 


Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 20 


[Text] 
{9317 
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Congressman ciect: Michael! 
O. Mastura of the first district 
of Maguindanao, now on 4 
six-day visit to Iraq, revealed 
the prospects of his trip. 

“I shall be looking into 
how the shariah court in 
the Philippines can be strength 
ened, ticup in educational 
scholarship program, and pos- 
; and social 


officially extended by the 
Iraqi ambassador to the Phil- 
ippines Aref Mohammed Ali 
Karim. 

As president of the Phil- 
ippine Amanah Bank, Mastura 
has visited Middle East coun- 
tries. The invitation was ¢x- 
tended to him while he 
was still PAB president but 
had to be because 
of the May 11 elections. - 
opd. 
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PELAEZ: LIBYA, OIC DO NOT BACK MNLF IN TALKS 


Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 30 Jun 87 pp 1, 8 


[Text] 
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AMBASSADOR wo the 
US and chicf gov- 
ermincnt peace ncgouator 
in Mindanao Emmanucl 
Pclacz last night said the 
Libyan ambassador to 
the country assured him 
that Libya and the rest of 
the members of the Or- 
ganization of Islamic 
Countrics do not su 

the Moro National Libe- 
ration Front and its 
chairman Nur Misuari. 

Pelacz said the 
Libyan cnvoy also as- 
surcd him that his coun- 
try and the OIC is fully 
behind the governincnt’s 
clforts to bring peace to 
Mindanao. 

Speaking at a forum 
on the Mindanao conflict 
at the Santuario de San 
Antonio church = in 
Forbes Park, Pclacz said 
the Libyan ambassador 
whom he identified only 
as Mr. Agmed paid a 


80 


visit to him yesterday 
aſternoon and gave the 


assurance. 

Misuari and other MNLF 
officers have been bragging 
that they have the suppon of 
Islarmic countnes including the 
members of the OFC 

The MNLF had threatened 
ine conference of mtcmational 
underground organizavons im 
Libya laa February that a 
could convince the OIC to wn- 
—8 an al embargo on the 
* 


iippine government Uf the 
Musluns’ ands were not 
granicd 


clacz raised hopes that the 
assurance given him by the 
Libyan ambassador will pave 
the way for the sctilemen of 
the Mindanao problem 

“| want to dispel the per- 
ception that the OIC is against 
Presidom Aquino,"’ Pclacz said 
describing the OIC as the 
“vermpering spurt” of Misuari 

lie added a was the OIC 
who asked Misuan to change 
his demand from scocssion to 
autonomy. 

Senatorial aspirant San- 
tanina Rasul who also spoke at 
the forum said that suionomy 
will be good nat only for Min- 
danao but for the entre coun- 


try. 
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MARINE LAUDS BASILAN ADHERENCE TO PEACE AGREEMENT 


Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 30 Jun 87 p 6 


[Article by Julmunir I. Jannaral] 


[Text ] 
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ISABELA, Basilan -- 
A commander of the 
Philippine Marines 
based here is extend- 
ing the unusual praise 
to the Moro National 
Liberation Front 
(MNLF) of this prov- 
ince for their adhe- 
rence tay 

reemem for : 
— MNLF Chair- 
man Nur Misuan and 
President Aquino in 


Jolo last q 4 
Col. 2 8 


Ahella. commander 
of the Ist Marine Bri- 
gade in Tabuk town 


told the Inquirer re- 
cently that so far, he 
has had no problems 
with the M in the 
province except to the 
so-called “‘lost com- 
mand.”" 

Abella said that 
despite the threat 
of the MNLF to wage 
another full-scale war 
against the armed 
forces, he appreciatcs 
the iure of the 
MNLF in Basilan 
province for their 
respect to the ccssa- 
tion of hostiliues. 
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He said that Com- 
mandcr Talib Cong- 
. chairman of the 
Revolution- 
ary Committce had 
totally kept his forces 
from creating any dis- 
turbance. 


it, ‘uded the Philip- 
pine Marine battalion 
in Tawi-Tawi prov- 
ince, is straicgically 
located in the scaside 
of Tabuk, Isabela. 

“lt is the jumping 

imt to the mainland 

boanga peninsu- 
la. Hence the need for 
close guard at all 
times,"’ Abella point- 
ed out. 

On the other hand, 
the bri com- 
mander deplored also 
the illegal activities 


of an *“lost 
command.”’ He said 
these people are rene 
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MUSLIMS URGE LAND REFORM DEFERRAL ON MINDANAO 


Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 20 Jun 87 pp 1, 


[Article by Froilan R. Melendrez] 


[Text ] 


Muslim farmers § and 
landowners here urged Pre- 
sident Corazon C. Aquino 
Thursday to exempt Cen- 
tral Mindanao, possibly 
all of Mindanao, from 
the government's com- 
ee (CARP) reform 

until 


i ane that the auto- 
nomy question be resolved 
either by Congress or 
through negotiations. 


In the public hearing 
sponsored by the — 
ment of R 
(DAR) at the Not 
Universiy here, Muslim 
farmers and landowners 
said the draft CARP exe- 
cutive order might be con- 
tradictory to Islamic 
tradition and concept of 
land ownership they want 
implemented once an au- 
tonomous government be 
established in the South. 


Hadji Omar Kami, a 
farmer-researcher, said the 
proposed land reform law 
must consider land situa- 
tions in Muslim-dominated 
areas in Mindanao if the 
government's intention is 


otre Dame 
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to remove “instability and 
violence im the country-, 
side.” 

Maguindanao icul- 
tural officer Dr. Usman 
Abas pointed out that un- 
like in Luzon and Visayas, 
there are no hacienda 
system in Maguindanao. 
Only idle and government 
alienable lands can be 
found in the area. 


He also noted that land 

reform may not be suc- 
cessful in Central Minda- 
nao as proven in the past 
administration's am 
where only P66, was 
aid by farmers out of 
p255-million collectible 
for the 20,000 hectares 
disposed. 

Another MAF official, 
Abusama Alid said that 


Congress in tackling the 
land reform law must close 
ly study its effects on the 
economy. He suggested 
that instead of ple- 
menting CARP which will 
confiscate the lands of 
longtime owners, govern- 
ment should first give 
away those thousands of 
hectares of disposable and 


atte lands to landless farm 


— for Muslims 
who were atking exemption 
from the land oo 


were batting for the imme. 

Gate implementation of 

CARP before Congress con- 

venes in July as “they (Con. 
t) may take years to 
sh it.” 


a groups, Saal claiming 
they were not against the con. 
cept of land reform itself, 
mid this must be studied 
Clomly and be §tackied 
cautiously by Congress. 

Both farmers and land 
owners, however, agree that 
government must give them 
technical farm management 
and industrial investment sup- 
port mechanisms and that the 

7 hectare retention 
limit be increased 

Some landowners mid a 
minimum of 24 and a maxi- 
mum of 50 hectares retention 
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limit is “scceptable” but suger 
and coconut lands be allowed 
up to 100 hectares or higher 
retention limit 

While lauding the land re. 
‘orm lew, several city bankers 
mid the government must 

te the distribution of 

idle lands and those owned 
by multi-national corporations 
This, they pointed out, would 
help government dispose non 
performing assets 

However, the proposed 
draft would affect bank po 
lictes as they will be forced 
to eccept collaterals only u 
to seven hectares, they sided 

In an interview, the Bureau 
of Agrarian Legal Assistance 
(BALA) cdaims and conflict 
division head Atty Numeriano 
Amihan who presided the 
hearing said the t is 
bent on signing the land re 
form order “but we cannot 
tel whether it wil be the 
Graft order presented in the 
hearings.” 
He said the cabinet action 
committee “will try to flesh 
ov the real sentiments of the 
people” from the results of 
the public hearings which are 
conducted all over the country 

He also observed that land. 
owners here are a “little bit 
tame” compared to those in 
other places as they did not 
use harsh words in decrying 
in Tligan City yesterday 





SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT DRAWS MIXED REACTION FROM MUSLIMS 


Davao City MINDANAO TIMES in English 18-25 Jun 87 p 6 


[Article by Bernabe Paguio] 


[Text } 


Davao City — Republic 
of Mindanao’ 

“Not that - just auto- 
nomy ,” said a Muslim college 
student here recently when 
asked what he thought of the 
movement for independence 
of Mindanao, including Sulu, 
from the rest of the Philip- 
pine Republic. 

The youth's 
confirmed an earlier finding 
that some elements of the 
Muslim population in 
Southern Mindanao, compri- 
sing Region XI, do not favor 
the secession move. 

Southern Mindanao 
consists of Davao City, Davao 
del Norte, Davao del Sur, 
Davao Oriental, South Cota- 
bato and Surigao del Sur, 
with a projected population 
totalling about four million 
people. Only South Cotabato 
(pop. 950,000) is predomi- 
nantly Muslim, the four other 
provinces and this city are 
populated mostly by 
Christians 

To determine extent of 
acceptance of the secession 
idea among the Muslims and 
Christians here, a region-wide 
survey was conducted recent. 
ly by The Vision, official 


reaction 
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publication of the Piedad Ba- 
rangay High School in Toril 
district, this city, which has 
been adjudged one of the 
country’s “best school paper” 
in this year’s National Secon- 
dary Press Conference. 

Ms. Gelsomina B. Pulida, 
the paper's teacher-adviser, 
said the survey responses 
were culled by a Maguin- 
danao__—civic-leader, Ayub 
Kanda of Maguling, Maitum, 
South Cotabato, who was 
also one of the respondents, 
Kanda’s response: “If the 
only alternative to end the 
war in Mindanao and Sulu is 
total separation from the rest 
of the country, there's no 
reason why | can't agree. . . 
However, if the government 
could find some solution to 
restore peace in Mindanao 
and Sulu, autonomy is then 
more favorable thar separa- 
tion.” 

A Muslim lady teacher, 
Ms. Babay D. Dimasimpen of 
the Astorga elementary 
school, Davao del Sur, was 
more direct. “I am against 
the separation of Mindanao 
and Sulu. . ..” she said. “His- 
torically Filipinos . . . deve- 
loped divisiveness in their 
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minds only during the advent 
of the Spaniards. This menta. 
lity went on for generations. 
What is needed only is a 
genuime reconciliation pro- 
gram from the present 80⸗ 
vernment.” 

Slight divergence of 
views surfaced from the res. 
ponses of other Muslims. 

Jack Kanda, a govern. 


ment ore from Maco, 
Davao del Norte, tavored the 


secession idea on condition 
that “a federal democratic 
form of government” would 
be established in Mindanao 
and Sulu. “Federalizing 
under a central government 
will give chance to different 
groups to manage their own 
affairs without prejudice,” 
Kanda stated. “The Muslims 
of Mindanao, the Moro, 
should have been long sepa-, 
rated from the Philippine go- 
vernment,. .” 

Students Usop Diag-ao 
and Roger Magdalay of the 
Piedad Barangay High School 
expressed their responses in 
Pilipino, ‘saying: “Gusto 
naming magkaisa tayo dito sa 
Mindanao, mga Kristianos at 
Muslim, Gusto rin naming 
magbago ang mamamayan sa 
Mindanao na maraming naghi- 
hirap dahil walang hanap- 
buhay. . . Gusto naming mag- 
karoon ng sariling republika 
dito sa Mindanao.” (We want 
unity among Christians and 
Muslims here in Mindanao. 
We also want a change among 
the inhabitants of Mindanao 
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many of whom are hard up 
due to lack of jobs... We 
want to have our own Repub- 
lic here in Mindanao.) 

The Christians sounded 
more united against the esta- 
blishment of an independent 
Mindanao. 


“Slicing Mindanao from 
the Philippines amounts to 
severing the foot from the 
body, thereby imilicting 
extreme injury rendering the 
body imcompetent for the 
natural purpose of its exis- 
tence. . .,” said lawyer Arturo 
Pineda of Toril. “To secede 
is to be divisive. It will put to 
naught the long cherished 
dream of national unity. 
Muslim and Christians, inde- 
pendent of reasons and «- 
mantics, are one and the same 
Filipinos. Accidents of birth 
and divergence in beliefs, but 
honoring the same God under 
different names, would not 
eiface the reality that we are 
one and the same Filipinos.” 


Arthur Lozada, a ba. 
rangay affairs consultant in 
the deputy mayor's office in 
Toril, stated: “I am not in 
fevor. . . As we know, in the 
entife population of Minda- 
nao, there are more Christians 
than Muslims. And we have 
already a lady President 
Madam Cory Aquino who 
will bring the government 
back to the people So 
there’s no need to separate 
Mindanao.” 
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WEEKLY PROFILES RISE OF RADICAL PEASANT LEADER 

Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 13, 20 Jun 87 

[13 Jun 87 pp 2-6] 

[Article by Monica Feira: “Messianic Tadeo New Breed of Peasant L'der"] 


[Text] 


MANILA — (DEPTH. 
news) — Not since the re 
bellious 1950s has the 
. Philippines seen the rise of 
a nationally prominent 
peasant like the controver- 
sial Jaime Tadeo who was 


Who is Jaime Tadeo 
and why do some 500,- 
000 farmermembers of 
the KMP toliow him — 
even to their deaths? 

Already, he has been 
denounced as an “irres- 


arged recently sible dein ec” and mission 
* — — — govern- He did not begin hu 
Head of the two-year- ment<reated commission career = an actual land 


invest the 
to igate Jan. 


| 


bukid ng Pilipinas on 22 incident rec agriculturist and govern 
Penennts — — of sanctions against the riot ment extension worker. 
the Philippines), the 48 control forces on duty Lately, he and hie wife 
year-old Mr. Tadeo has that day but, at the same Cresencia, by whom he 
led thousands of farmers time, supported the filing has five children, bought 
into! Metro Manila for of sedition charges against a mmall plot of land - 
sporadic woekend camp- the bearded and bespec 4,000 square meters of 
outs, ending a tacled Mr. Tadeo. 0.4 hectares to be exact, 
era of reformism and A lean and sturdy ore he says. This they plant 
in a new and more tor with prematurely gray- with rice twice a year to 
militant stage of agrarian ing hair, Mr. Tadeo int augment Cresencia's salary 
unrest. sperses cold statistics with as «a schoolteacher and 
Last Jan. 22, the a mixture of revolution. his own 1,000 a month 
bombastic and charismatic ary and religious rhetoric allowance a — 
Mr. Tadeo, who has also — an odd but not un- iver. yey —— 
risen to the helm of the common combination oe an 
Leftist Bayan political al- among leading characters ve | se 
liance of all “cause-orient- of the country's school. 
ed” s, reportedly history. But in Mr. Tadeo, a courteous 
urged his followers to ram spite of the criticism man 


through police barricades 


fronting Malacan a ceeded in bringing the 

lace, This resulted Im the plight of 70 per cent of landless peasants of 
death of 19 demonstra the population to imme- an province just 
tors in the bloodiest diate national attention. north of Manila. His father 


pro 
test clash since the Aqui- 
no government took over. 


As far as Mr. Tadeo's 
credentials a5 & peasant 
jeader are concerned, Ma 
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his mother, a scametrecs, 
on a - aataswe li-yew copes 

sewing machine to see him him as far as section chief 
through school and only for farmers assistance and 
of six went to college. a jon Administra- 
He acquired a degree in tion's Integ. 
agriculture from the near- rated Develop 
by Araneta University, as ment Project. 
well as stomach ulcers, These were his most 
he adds, from those strug. formative years as a pro- 
yp when fessional organger 
often went only and te i qpecdies he 
a glass of water for lunch. often refers back to his 
senda Galea stress — 
entrance to the lower points. 
— 6 om S “Even then, I had often 
1962, a an extension asked the question: why, 
worker for the Bureau of in mite of all the 
Agncultural Extension and ment £ the 
ane Oc Ry & Oe Fuapino remain 
rian Reform. His poor?” says Mr. Tadeo. 


[20 Jun 87 pp 2, 7] 


farmers rally to highlight 
these grievances. Two days 
later the warehouse of 
their cooperative myster- 
10u burned down. 

ated in the sus 
ed arson case. 


[Text ] 
In when the As Mr. Tadeo watched 
Angat Mayat ject was his cooperative sink and 
completed, he left govern deeper i bankruptcy, 
ment service to try his he found himself increas- 
hand at ——— 3 ingly and more vocally 
clapment this time from protesting lack — 
the farmers end. The Cen ment support. “If some * 
tral Rulacan Area Mar farmers seem unresponsive 
heli Cooperatne was and even irresponsible in 


lumping from mismarage 
ment and wunec ous 
trading deals, according to 
Mr. Tadeo, and he was 
hired as a “crisis man. 
ager.” 

Mr. Tadeo'sc ative 
stimt was a dismal failure 
although i was to be a 
turning point in his life. 
To his cartier question he 
found himself concluding 
that farmets’ cooperatives 
never stood a chance ina 
sca «of )=lbig «plantations, 
syndicated traders who 
dictate prices, high yield 
im varieties and expensive 
imported fertilizers. Prices 
of produce had not risen 
at fast as the costs of pro- 
duction and thei pur. 
chasing power was left 
behind by spiralling costs 
of lwing, he complained. 


cumulate capital; unless 
appropriate technology in- 


ment backstops a compre. 

program with ade. 
quate financing and mar- 
keting support, farmers 
can never hope to climb 
out of the poverty cycle. 


A flashpoint in Mr. Ta 
deo's saga came late in 


1981 after he joined a 
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Already branded by au. 
thorities as an anti gov- 
ernment agitator, Mr. Ta 
deo dug in. Although the 
case was finally dropped, 
a frustrated and jobless 
Mr. Tadeo veered his per. 
sonal frustration toward 
more revolutionary lines. 
He became a full-time 

sant organizer and 

ed his Bulacan group 
with the already Left 
leaning Alyanss mg Mag 
bubuhid w Citnang Luzon 
(Alliance of Farmers in 
Central Luzon). In 1985, 
35 similarly inclined far 
mers ations formed 
the KMP and elected the 
articulate and experienced 
Mr Teden chairman 

He denies any relation 
ship with the Communist 
movement although he 
points out that the Com 
munist Party's national de. 
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EDITOR DOWNPLAYS STRENGTH, INFLUENCE OF ARMED CHRISTIANS 


7 


Cotabato City THE MINDANAO CROSS in English 27 Jun 87 pp 4 


"What To Do With the 


[Article in “Comments” column by Patricio P. Diaz: 


Telephone” | 


[Excerpt ] 
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THREE REBEL PRIESTS DEFEND MINDANAO ECOLOCICAL CONCERNS 
Tacloban City EASTERN VISAYAS MAIL in English 23-29 Mar 87 p 2 
[Article by Slyvia L. Mayuga: “Three Wizards in Mindanao”™] 


[Text |] 


WIZARDS, or you Two years ago, | met can sever be _ 
know, practice magic. But three priests in Mindanao writes eb a 
magic, a you moy not who are well on their way called Our Futre: A Mirage 
realize, is nothing but « to wizardry. They all be- that the three of them 
sufficiently deep under. long to that Columban wrote together.” . The 
standing of the lews of order that produced a Niall best social analysis has so 
nature to be able to mani. O'Brien and « Brien Gore, far been blind to the most 
fest wonders beyond the a breed of cowboy mis radical level of victim. 
ken of ordinary mortals sionaries as much fame hood . (that of) the 
who do not know these with zeal for spreading the living Earth,” he adds 
laws as wel! Kingdom of Love ss your It takes a wizard — ors 

Merlin, King Arthur's friendly neighborhodd po priest who can see through 
personal teacher, was the litical activist priest — but — — 
wizard of the court of with a difference bound 
Camelot. He lived in the Brendan Lovett, Vin tions of European popes 
forest because It was his cent Busch and Sean Mc and = =Vaticanized § Third 
library, indeed his univer-, Donagh are & ~ — V a wee ait 
ity, on Ge cytes of main tenet of Ii Seenen baleen Gb Gitte 
estr: ~ that to love 

Whie all the rest of God today &s to identify — ae 
the great king's court bu- completely with the vic aR ue ehen tt 
sied themselves with wea timized poor of history passionate Marx  hiied 
ponry, the arts and eti- but, Brendan being a theo comes to beng bf 
quetie of royalty, Merlin logian, Vinnie a filmmaker about the growing victim: 
lived alone with the trees, and Sean an anthropolo hood of Mother Perth. 
— bet Sad the >a, do wot gre —— 
aie = Stay 2 .ctimhoot is confined to stan of the seecteed pall 
ving , Gow 
and decline. By learning earth ~ in the ay yy ee 
to live with them in per-| form of precious topsoil 2. an 
fect harmony, the power is vanishing from be people 23 
to heal and perform won neath our feet, the air is people mirror any 
ders slowly came to Mer they Gre reieting to the 


| 


lin who would hencef 
be called wizard 


Earth, Le. out of the self 
same exploitative, soqul 
sitive, dominating mental 
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ly with its harvest of death 
to living things. 

“Marx saw nothing 
wrong with industrializa- 
tion and its limitless drive 
to maximization; rather, it 
= it alone was to free us 
rom a life of misery. But 
the truth is that as human 
beings we are intrinsically 
related to all other human 
beings and to the rest of 
the universe. 


“Physically, chemically, 
biologically, environmen- 
tally the human drama is 
played out within the 
womb of Mother Earth. . . 
(Industrialized societies) 
ere like gigantic mega- 
machines bent upon treat- 
ing the earth as no more 
than a resource reservoir 
from which to extract the 
energy they need to fuel 
their industries and «5 a 
dump site in which to 
spew the resulting toxic 
wastes...” 

**2 * 

Brendan Lovett lives 
and teaches in Ozamis. 
Vincent Busch is based in 
the sme Columban house 
as Brendan but travels 
through Mindanao for his 
film documentation pro- 
jects. Sean McDonagh lives 
among the T’boli of the 
Santa Cruz mission in Lake 
Scbu in Surallah, South 
Cotabato. 

Among the three of 
them, they have come up 
with horrendous facts on 
the consequences of the 
“dominating, exploitative” 
relationship with nature 
with which Western man 
once conquered and con- 
tinues to conquer the 
peoples and resources of 
the Philippines -- now with 
the willing, ignorant help 
of Filipinos themselves. 


Wizardlike, these tnree 
priests present the inter- 
connectedness of causes 
and consequences of this 
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ignorant domination- 
exploitation. 

Ramon Magsaysay in 
the ‘50"s was much hailed 
for opening up Mindanao 
as the Land of Promise, at- 
tracting a mass migration 
of settlers from Luzon and 
the Visayas. Taese settlers 
were welcomed gerierously 
by the tribal peoples who 
had never even heard of 
such a thing as land be- 
coming private property. 
The settlers began to intro- 
duce powerful technolo-. 
gies like the plow and the 
chainsaw but forgot to 
protect the long terinfer- 


‘tility of the land as the 


tribals had done fo, cen- 

“This is now indeblibly 
recorded,” writes jcDo- 
nagh,”’ in the eroded, bar- 
ren hills and mountains 
which more and more are 
becoming a feature of the 
Mindanao landscape.” 
Thus have the sources of 
food, building materials 
and medicinal plants been 
drying out for the tribals 
like the T’boli of Lake 
Sebu who have now, bare- 
ly four decades since the 
influx of settlers, been 
pusiicd into only 28 per 
cent of their former do- 
main — with horizons di- 
minishing daily, even as 
the flowers of their micro- 
civilization in craft, song 
and folklore, are in danger 
of losing their roots in 
nature. 

*?2¢ 8 

The influx of ecologi- 

cally ignorant settlers into 


tribal Mindanao, however, 
is nothing Deside the con- 


sequences of technocratic 
ignorance - something we 
can no longer blame cn dic-. 
tatorship because Presi- 
dent Cory’s Cabinet is not 
free of it. 


Secretary of Natural 
Rescurces Sonny Domina- 
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guez and Education Secre- 
tary Lourdes Quisumbing 
are outstanding exceptions 
but how many other po- 
wer-wieilders realize ne- 
ture’s revenge in cases such 
as these: how Lake Lanac's 
hydroelectric dam ruined 
thousands of hectare of 
rice lard for traditional 
double-cropping as well as 
destroyed traditional fish- 
ing grounds; how 200 
people died when a wall of 
water came crashing down 
after a few days of ram on 
miners’ shacks built on a 
dry river bed by the North 
Davao Mining Corporator; 
how the dollar revenues 
brought in by Dole, Del. 
Monte, Guthrie, Pasudeco 
and down the line of Min- 
danao agri-businesses is 
the sure road to eventual 
mass starvation, a la Ne- 
gros on that island? 

It's this way. When dis- 
placed tribals and settlers 
cleared en masse from the 
land by these businesses 
flee to a higher ground, 
they cut trees to plant 
food. Too many trees cut 
and too many crops pian- 
ted means erosion, the 
soil slowly inching down 
to lower ground. Heavy 
rains means flooding for 
the plains because there 
are no forests to absorb 
the water. Flooded plains 
means ho crojs and no 
food. When erosion hap- 
pens in coastal areas, the 
silt goes down to the coral 
beds, killing the polyps, 
starving the resident fish -- 
and eventually man him- 
self, the supposed benefi- 
ciary of nature's bounty. 

All things are connec- 
ted, sing the wizards of 
Mindanao. It's time “or all 
of us to learn the laws of 
nature and leam them 
well, (Our Future: A Mi- 
rage is published Sy the 
Claretians). 


























LIBERATICGN THEOLOGY DEBATE IN CEBU CONTINUES 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 15 Jul 87 p 42 


PHILIPPINES 


(Article by Philippine News and Features: "Radical vs Moderate"] 


(ent "~The debate in Cebu City between 
the “radical” and the “moderate” cler- 
gy on how to best serve thei: brethren | 
still continues even as far right groups, 
including vigilantes, intensify their 
campaign against “Communist” ert 
and nuns. 

“When we speak of priests becom: 
,ing invoived in politics, it means serv. 
ng the common good end tanscend, 
‘ing partisan politics and self-interests,” j 
{said a foreign missionary involved in! 
ithe trade union movement."- + { 

The Cebu-besed foreign missionary 
clasmed that the Aquino government - 
-“uses the Holy Bible to legitimize the 
repression of the people, who demand 
land and better living conditions.” 


| the rural-based guerrilla struggle led by 
the Communist Party — 
pines (CPP). =. 
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ANTICOMMUNIST QUITS ‘SECT’, ALLEGES SEX ABUSES 


Quezon City WE FORUM in English 15 Jun 87 pp 1, 7 


{Text} 


BACC7OD ~— A for- 
mer member of an 
anti-commuaist fanatic 
sevt here ciaimed over 
the week-end that he 
resigned from it be- 
cause he could no long- 
er tolerate its practices, 
including sea rituals. 

Lumer Seva, 42, 
married with two child 
ren, said the cult leader 
encouraged and partici- 


pated in rites dur- 
ing wnich women and 
young girls, includ- 
ing bis own wife and 


niece, were sexually 
abused. 


The leader of Power of 
the Spirit, Vicente Lo 
pez, was shot dead last 
May by alleged NPA 
guerilias. 

Lopez organized Po- 
wer of the Spx in 
1984 as an anti-commu- 
nist group backed by 
military and paramilita- 
ry forces in the sub-vil- 
lage of Canlinti, Buena- 
vista village in the town 
of Himameylan, some 
70 kilometers from the 
capital city of Bacolod. 
Lopez's two sons are 
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(CHDF). 
Seva said in an inter- 


view that he joined Po- 


wer of the Spirit in 
1984. Lopez was 


“Grand Patriarch,” 


while his sons served as 
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GUERRILLA THEATER ADVOCATES ON POST-MARCOS AUDIENCES 
Quezon City MALAYA (SUNDAY Weekly Supplement) in English 28 Jun 87 p 15 


[Article by Marc Villavicencio: "Street Theatre of the "80s--Searching for 





its Soul in the People's Strugg.e"] 


[Text ] 


‘assumption to 


HEN they sang patriotic 

songs and staged lightning 
street plays in the city squares 
during the Marcos regime, the 
public would applaud and give 
them encouragement. 

But after the February up- 
rising that toppled the 20-year 
tule of strongman Marcos and 
ushered in the government of 
Aquino, people, mostly those 
who participated in the EDSA 
revolution, seemed to dislike 
such expressions of the street 
theater. 

Perhaps thinking that Cory's 
power has 
brought a qualitative = 
in the society, many peop 
cannot understand why street 
theater workers have still to 
trabble-rouse about human 
rights violations, scientific and 
nationalist-oriented education 


Council for P ’s Culture. 

Such is the problem that 
haunts the cultural . workers 
today. They have yet to shift 
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into a new strategy to draw 
anew the support of the un- 
organized masses. 

- “We ase now confronted 
with the question of how to re- 
arrange our tives as 
artists under new condi- 
tions,” Quesada stated. “And 
this task begins with a con- 
scious effort at drawing out 
learnings from our street 
theater practices in the past.” 

Street theater, according to 
Prof. Edru Abraham of UP 
Diliman, can be seen as rituals 
in a community where per- 
formers and audience assert 
their collective _— identity, 
strengthen solidarity, address 
psychological and social néeds 
and illuminate and. clarify the 
reality of their lives in a power- 
ful way. 

The orientation of street 
theater, its artists say, is 
towards a free society and a 
nationalist culture based on the 
people's struggle for liberation 
that must never cease for as 
—* they want to be authen- 
tically self-reliant. 

















Abraham, one of the re- 
source persons in a five-day 
workshop last March, said that 
established and alternative 
theater have similar techniques 
and aesthetics. The primary 
difference is that eæ—— 
brings the theater liter to 
where the people are | the 
changed performing environ- 
ment necessarily modifies these 
considerations, Abraham noted. 


le can be assembled 
the —34 of a vi hut, 
the market place, the et- 
ball court, cockpit or the beach 
in a fishing community. They 
recreate in play form what is 
happening in the city and 
countryside: workers Aahting 
for their rights in the picket- 
line, the rapid deployment of 
security forces in the moun- 
tains, the incursion of multi- 
national corporations into our 
economy or simply the sorry 
state of broken lives. Then, 


the people themselves decide 


what should be done. 
* « *¢ 


N terms of its history, 


another UP mentor and 
conference resource person 
Preachy Legasto — that 
street theater was popularized 
by the student movement 
during the turbulent period of 
the First Quarter Storm. As a 
tool of the cultural revolution, 
it was effective in ventillating 
the political, social and econo- 
mic sentiments and aspirations 
of the people. 
Street theater during the 


pre-martial law period empha- 
sized ideo and exhibited 
forms taken the Theater: 


of the Absurd, Peking Opera, 
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‘Expressionist and Brecht’s Epic 
Theater, Legasto added. ‘ 
After the declaration of 
martial law that clamped down 
on all -legitimate avenues : for 
-dissent, street theater suffered 
a setback when its members 
were forced to go abroad or 
underground and some detained 
-in military concentration 
; camps. . ; 
| However, with the resur- 
‘gence of mass mobilizations 
ike the La Tondena strike and 
students’ rights and welfare- 
related protests in 1978-1979, 
street performances staged a 
comeback. 
| Once more, the street 
performances were 
expressing in metapho- 
tical terms the issues 
of workers in the 
barricades, presenting 
intermissions during 
explosive demonstra - 
tions or performing be- 
fore political detainees 
, in the Buha 
Rehabilitation An * 
Through continuous learning 
of indigenous, realist, expres- 
— 4 well as. 7 a 
sty subsequently inno- 
vating these ye several 
cultural organizations, the most 
widely-known of which was 
the UP Peryante, enriched 
street es. “They uti- 
lized a polyphony of forms and 
techniques like invisible theater, 
dulang bayan, mirror image, 
kilos-awit, er dance, perya, 
komiks theater, —* 
dula tula, kanta koryo, among 
many others,” asserted Legasto. 
Today, — as a 
result of the EDSA pheno- 
menon, street theater are 
‘reflecting on the state of the 
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art, its role, its potentials and 
problems. In —J one of 
its pressing problems, Abraham 
traced the decrease of street 
appearances to the diffusion of 

or frustration of the 
people brought about by the 
emergence of a new politi 
leadership. 

When asked about the future 
of street theater in Philippine 
society, Abraham opined: “If 
it fulfills people’s needs in some 
ways, then it’will survive. The 
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‘cultural “workers must be 


capable of clearly reading those 
needs.” ‘ 

As an affirmation, Emmanuel 
Carmona, one of the conference 
peaitpenn ond member of the 
Negros er League, said, 
“Street theater today reflects 
the heroism of the masses and 
ir a Kang 00 Ghz aso nat Gun, 


continue to 
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Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 15 Jul 87 Back Cover 
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Quezon City MALAYA in English 27 Jun 87 p 9 


SALT PRODUCERS OPPOSE LAND REFORM PROGRAM 
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THAILAND 


UNHCR SEEKS DELAY IN REPATRIATING HMONG IMMIGRANTS 
BKO30947 Bangkok NABO NA in Thai 3 Aug 87 pp 1, 2 


{Text} The UNHCR Office was recently reported to have sent an urgent message 
asking the immigration office of Loei Province to delay the repatriation of 32 
Hmong immigrants pending negotiations with the Thai Government on the 
resettlement of the hilltribes in third countries. 


Avcording to a correspondent’s dispatch, this group of tribesmen was convicted 
by the Loei Provincial Court of illegal entry into the country and ordered to 
pay a 300 baht fine before being repatriated. Ten of the group are now being 
tried in court on an additional charge of resisting arrest. 


The 42 Lao immigrants [figure as published] crossed the Thai border at Chiang 
Khan District and headed toward Ban Winai refugee camp in Pak Chom District. 
On their way to the refugee center, the Lao tribesmen, led by eight Thai 
nationals, clashed with Thai police and were eventually arrested. 


Chiwin Sutthisuwan, governor of Loei Province, told reporters that he will 
have to disregard the UNHCR request and carry out the court order unless he 
receives instructions from the government or higher echelons. 


The governor also disclosed that the influx of Hmong refugees into the country 
has dropped drastically because the provincial administration has stationed 
officials along the routes normally used by illegal immigrants from Laos. As 
a result, the immigrants have now found new access to the refugee camp which 
starts from Sangkhom subdistrict in Nong Khai Province. 


/12232 
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NSC OFFICIAL ISSUES REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT WARNING 





BKO10320 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 1 Aug 87 p 1 


[Text] Thailand might take decisive action to resolve the refuge problem if 
third countries continue to reduce or restrict their refugee intal «=, National 
Security Council [NSC] Council Secretary-General Suwit Suthanukun said 
yesterday. 


Calling for the establishment of a time-frame to end the country’s refugee 
problem, Mr Suwit said Thailand was a developing country which could not alone 
shoulder the burden indefinitely. 


Addressing the 1987 CCSDPT (Committee for Coordination of Services to 
Displaced Persons in Thailand) annual conference on Indochinese displaced 
persons in Thailand, Mr Suwit said: “The burden of the last 12 years has been 
a long time for Thailand. 


"I seriously think a time-frame must be determined for ending this problem cf 
displaced persons.” 


The international commmity, he said, appeared to shy away from sharing the 
burden with Thailand. This attitude was evident in the sharp decline in the 
rate of resettlement in third countries and their application of immigration 
principles instead of humanitarian ones in screening potential resettlers. 


“Some countries, moreover, have established more conditions for resettlement 
and have tried to find ways to force Thailand to loosen up her current policy 
in protecting national secur'ty and the Thai people,” he said. 


This tendency, he warned, would eventually cause Thailand to take a new 
attitude which could focus on immigration rather than refugee matters. 


Acousing some countries of considering people who needed to be resettled as 
not refugees, the NSC chief said: “This can be a precedent and an 
encouragement for me to take the same stand. In the near future, I may have 
to hold that there are no such disp!aced persons or refugees immigrating to 
Thailand at all.” 


He reiterated that the government had no intention to allow the permanent 
settlement in Thailand of displaced persons. But at the same time, he 
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said, the government was firm about the continuity of its cooperation with all 
international relief agencies in assisting and facilitating activities 
relating to displaced persons. 


Touching on the screening measure jointly laid down by the UNHCR and the 
government in 1985, which stipulates that displaced persons who are proved to 
be economic refugees will be sent back to their homelands, Mr Suwit said 2,254 
people had been categorised as economic refugees. 


"Regrettably, none of these people returned home, and it has been 2 years 
since screening began,” he said. 


Accusing Vietnam of being the root cause of the refugee problem, the NSC 
secretary-general appealed to the international community to put pressure on 
Hanoi to change its attitude by taking into consideration humanitarianism and 
human rights. 


He also addressed the plight of some 400 Vietnamese deserters now remaining ut 
Phanat Nikhom Centre. He said this group had not received enough attention 
for resettlement nor cold they return to their homeland. 


He then appealed to third countries to consider accepting them for 
resettlement. 


{Bangkok THE NATION in English on 1 August on page three in a similar report 
adds: “Thai officials who are well-informed about the government's policy 
told THE NATION that Suwit wanted to remind Western countries that Thailand 
can apply the same approach those countries have been using. 


{"For instance, the United States is processing the Indochinese through 
immigration channels, not on refugee grounds, they said. 


{"“*If tl »v do not regard the Indochinese as refugees, Thailand will not regard 
them as such either,’ one of the officials who declined to be named said. 


[“They said application of immigration laws can mean repatriation of those 
refugees and displaced persons who remained here, as well as denying asylum 
for new arrivals. 


[“They said the government has not yet decided when to do so but Suwit’s 
statement reminded Western countries that Thailand is considering a move in 
that direction.”] 
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THAILAND 


ACADEMIC VIEWS POLICY IMPLICATION ON REFUGEES 
BK100529 Bengkok THE NATION in English 10 Aug 87 pp 4, 5 


[Article by M.R. Sukhumphan Boriphat of Chulalongken University: “Southeast 
Asia: Implications for Policies on Refugees"--paper presented to a conference 
held 31 July in Bangkok and organized by the Committee for Coordination of 
Services to Displaced Persons in Thailand”) 


[Excerpts] This paper is an attempt to gauge what, in broad terms, the future 
holds in store for Southeast Asia; or more specifically, to examine the 
prevailing trends in the international politics of the region and assess as 
best one can the future implications of these trends on regional security, 
particularly on the Indochinese refugees question. 


Thailand: As wil]! be discussed below, Thailand like the other ASEAN countries 
is likely to become increasingly preoccupied with its own domestic problems. 
Where Kampuchea is concerned, its leaders will do a great deal of soul- 
searching about (a) how best to avoid the kind of losses that were brought 
about by the prolonged battles at Chong Bok; (b) how best to get the Khmer 
resistance to go to work in Kampuchea (and, related to this, how best to 
harness the mercurial talents of Prince Sihanouk to the CGDK’s cause); (c) how 
best to maintain the international community’s waning interest in the 
Kampuchean conflict and in condemning Vietnam year in year out; and (d) how 
best to reconcile the kingdom's need for a modern defence with its eccnomic 
development priorities (in other words, the “gun and rice” dilemma). But the 
burden of history does not disappear overnight. Nor do the vested interests, 
bureaucratic or otherwise, in one aspect or another of the Thai policy towards 
Vietnam and the Kampuchean conflict. The bottom line is that for the povers 
that be it more convenient to have Vietnam as a threat than as a goud 
neighbour. For these reasons a substantial change in the Thai policy is 
unlikely. 


The fact that patterns of conflict and cooperation, enmity and alignment, in 
the region are unlikely to change, does not mean that no change whatsoever 
will take place. The second likely trend is that all the major actors 
presently involved in the affairs of Southeast Asia will become much more 
preoceupied with their own internal problems than before. The Soviet Union, 
the PRC and Vietnam will be involved with their own economic reforms. In this 
context, the issue of paramount concern is not only whether an dhow these 
reforms can be made to work, but also what kind of political transformation, 
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particularly in the position of the ruling communist parties, should be 
brought about, or prevented, to make the reforms succeed. The United States 
will not become isolationist, but its principal focus will be om getting its 
farms not to produce and its factories to produce, as well as on managing the 
process of transition from the industrial age to the post-industrial age. 
where the ASEAN countries are concerned, issues of leadership succession, 
selection and legitimatij nm will be of paramount concern. So will the problem 
of regenerating and maintaining the momentum of economic development. 


In this context of growing domestic preoccupations, the Kampuchean conflict is 
likely to be put on the “backburner.” In other words, the conflict is likely 
to be perceived to be of sufficient importance for all parties to “keep the 
pot boiling,” but not pressing enough to keep at the forefront of their 
attention or indeed to risk concocting new recipes or adding new ingredients 
to it. 


What are the implications of these trends? 


First of all, the line of divicae over Kampuchean may become “ratified by 
negligence.” As thei. own attentions begin to move elsewhere--to shift 
increasingly inward, to be precise--the major actors, still at conflict with 
one another, will find it easier to accept the prevailing stand-off. In 
interrational politics, as a matter of prestige and as a result of political 
and bureaucratic momentums, it is always easier to let things be, than to undo 
or reverse what has been done. 


Secondly, the prevailing trends suggest that the “flashpoint” will move away 
from mainland Southeast Asia to offshore Southeast Asia, in particular the 
Philippines and Indonesia. The former will continue to have to cope with 
problems of redemocratization and economic revival, in the context of 
sustained, perhaps growing, armed insurgencies; and the latter will have to 
grapple with the problems of political succession and post-Suharto 
institution-building. When one takes into consideration the developments in 
Hong Kong and Taiwan, the groving inflammability of the offshore areas of the 
Asia-Pacific region can be easily seen. The shift of “flashpoints” from 
mainland Southeast Asia is likely to reduce further international and regional 
interest in the Kampuchean conflict. 


Thirdly, the refugees from Indochina, however one wishes to call them, will be 
left largely where they are. Or to put it another way,their present fate will 
also be “ratified by negligence.” These refugees’ lives are far from being 
“nasty, brutish and short,” but there is at present and in the near future 
little likelihood of many of them being able to fulfill their aspirations to 
live, work and create in an environment of peace and normalcy. Furthermore, 
the prolongation of the refugees situation is likely to test the patience of 
the Thai authorities, who may exert more pressure, not only on third countries 
and relief organizations, but also on the refugees themselves, particularly 
the newly arrived. For the latter such pressure may be increasingly physical. 
The failure to find a durable, just and humane solution for the Indochinese 
refugees problem ultimately is likely to be the greatest cost of the 
prevailing trends in Southeast Asia. 
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ACTIVISTS DEMAND SINGAPORE FREE MARXIST PLOTTERS 





BK100215 Bangkok THE NATION in English 10 Aug 87 p 3 


{Text] Representatives from students and human rights organizations yester“ay 
rallied and laid a wreath in front of the Singapore Embassy for the arrests of 
16 people accused of plotting to overthrow the island nation. 


About 30 representatives of the Thai Human Rights Support Group for Singapore 
Detainers aarched from the office of Singapore Airlines on Silom Road to the 
embassy on Sathon Nua Road and demarded the immediate release of the 16, 
alleged to be communists. 


No embassy official was present at the embassy during the rally. 


Sitthiphong Kanlani, a student representative of the Thailand Student 
Christian Movement (TSCM), said the arrest of the 16, which includes 10 Roman 
Catholic Church workers, was a grave violation of human rights. 


“According to the International Declaration of human Rights, the suspects are 
not guilty till the charge is proved in the open court,” he said, adding the 
Singaporean Government refuses to take the case to court. 


Since the independence in 1963, Singapore has cherished its freedom and 
liberty, but today the country is under siege by the Internal Security Act, 
which is being used as a tool to cope with people who have different views 
from the government, Sitthiphong said. 


Earlier a similar group had written a letter of protest to Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew demanding an immediate release of the suspects. On Saturday Lee said 
that the arrest of the 16 came as a shock. 


He said after more than 15 years of growing prosperity, with negligible 
unemplovrent, it came as a mild shock that the 16 arrested activists were 
engagec in a Marxist conspiracy to overthrow the government. 


Lee, who is credited with transforming Singapore from a colonial trading 
outpost to a thriving capitalist industrial and financial centre, said he did 
not expect priests or lay workers to make use of the church for political 
ends 
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THAILAND 


PAPER URGES INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST DEFECTORS 
BK311018 Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in Thai 26 Jul 87 p 2 
[Editorial: "“Defecting Physically But Not Mentally”] 


[Text] Army Commander General Chawalit Yongchaiyut spoke to newsmen after a 
ceremony mirking the anniversary of the Army Ranger Volunteers Corps last week 
about many former communist defectors having returned to the jumgle. He said 
he believed they returned in the armed struggle because government officials 
did not properly understand the problem and were not broadminded enough. He 
said in fighting against the communists, not every one should be suspected of 
being a communist. He said to solve the commmist problem, government 
officials must be open-minded. He noted, however, that the situation in the 
south remained good in general and brought the matter up merely to remind that 
there is a problem which, if allowed to persist, would erase the smile now on 
our faces. He said there was no indication that the north and the northeast 
have the same problem. 


In any event, an official responsible for security in the Fourth Amy Region 
in the reported that he was very concerned about the situation. He said most 
communist defectors there had criminal records before joining the conmunist 
movement, such as murder of government officials. Because relatives of the 
murdered officials filed charges with the police, officials concerned were 
obligated to prosecute these defectors because their defection did not exempt 
them from prosecution for crimes committed earlier. 


The Prime Minister’s Office Policy No 66/23 on the fight against the 
communists which allows communists to return to society to help develop the 
country, which is tantamount to pardoning them for joining the communist 
movement, has resulted in reducing the strength of the communist insurgency 
movement and the burden on the national budget expenditures and manpower. But 
many people and government officials have been skeptical about the motive of 
the defectors--whether they were sincere in defecting or simply avoiding the 
armed struggle and adopting the urban political struggle. 


The return to armed struggle of communist defectors either because of narrow 
aindedness of local governmer.t officials or because they became liable to 
persecution for past criminal activities outside of their participation with 
the communist movement is worth a close examination. So is the possibility 
that the defectors defected in order to wage a political struggle. We feel 
that the government must find out the real cause of the defectors returning to 
the armed struggle in order to tackle the problem effectively, because the 
problem could exacerbate to threaten national security. 
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KING ADDRESSES CADETS, PROMOTES QUEEN TO GENERAL 
BKO60139 Bangkok THE NATION in English 6 Aug 87 p 1 


[Text] His majesty the king yesterday urged cadets of the Chunlachosklao 
Royal Military Academy to study hard and prepare to serve the country well 
after their graduation. 


The king, accompanied by HRH Princess Maha Chakkri Sirinthon, presided over a 


parade cf the cadets at Khao Cha-ngok Mapus of the army academy in Nakhon 
Nayok as part of the centennial celebration of the army academy. 


The king emphasized that the cadets should acquire knowledge and military 
skill in order to defend the country as well as to uphold the well-being of 
the people. 


“Everyone should have knowledge and skill both ir military tactics and in 
creativity for the well-being of the people,” the king said. 


Meanwhile, an army spokesman announced yesterday that the king promulgated 
last Monday the promotion of her majesty the queen to the ranks of general, 
admiral, and air chief marshal. The promotion was retroactive to 30 July. 


The queen previously held the ranks of colonel, captain (navy) and group 
captain before the promotion. 


The Defence Ministry recommended the promotion to honour the queen on her 
upcoming birthday on 12 August. 


His majesty is seen pouring gold into a mould for the casting of a statue of 
King Rama V [Roman five] at the army academy in Nakhon Nayok which is 
celebrating its centennial anniversary this week. 
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THAILAND 


RICE MILLERS OPPOSE PLANNED EXPORT SLOWDOWN 
BK290511 Bangkok THE NATION in English 29 Jul 87 p 25 


{Text} The Thai Rice Mills Association has urged the Commerce Ministry to 
stop a plan to slow down export of rice as suggested by certain groups of 
exporters because it would lead to price decline in the domestic market. 


Niphon Wongtra-ngan said that there was no need to slow down exports despite 
the reports of widespread drought which have damaged the rice fields. The 
slowdown was recommended by exporters to ensure that there would be enough 
supplies for domestic consumption. 


He said at the most there could be just a possible delay in rice harvest for 
the upcoming season and the drought may lead to slight decline in production 
and increase in domestic prices when compared with the same period of last 
year. 


Niphon said the current price level is still below that of 1986 and therefore 
there is no real impact on consumers. 


He said that the current price rise due to the widespread drought would enable 
farmers to have better prices from seasonal cropping. If there is no plan to 
slow down exports the price would be about 2,800 baht per ton, an increase of 
500 baht per ton from this year. 


If farmers can produce 15 million tons, there will be an overall increase of 
7,500 million baht in their earnings and there purchasing power will be 
stronger. 


He said that a slowdown in exports would cause damage as occurred in 1980 when 
there was a slowdown, leading to price fall in the domestic market. The price 
dropped form U.S. $300 per ton FOB to only over U.S.$200 per ton. It sank to 
the lowest level early this year when it touched U.S.$180 per ton. 


The slowdown would have tremendous negative effects on farmers, he said. 
Sources in the Rice Exporters Association said that the slowdown was proposed 
due to the rapid price surge. Some suggested that the government should 
introduce export quota allocation as implemented before 1986. 


/12232 
CSO: 4200/782 


106 

















THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


NEW, OUTGOING ENVOYS--On 14 July, his majesty the king received credentials 
from Archbishop (Alberto Calikaliko), Vatican ambassador pro-nuncio to 
Thailand, and (Adinz Calasapan), Turkish ambassador to Thailand. Later the 
same day, his majesty the king also granted an audience to outgoing Austrian 
Ambassador Rudolf Bogner. [Summary] [Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 
GMT 14 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


MID-YEAR RICE EXPORTS--The Foreign Trade Department of the Commerce Ministry 
reported that rice exports from 1 January to 14 July this year amounted to 
2,539,824 tonnes. Of this amount, 810,402 tonnes were government rice, 
whereas 1,729,422 tonnes were sold by the private sector. Thailand is 
committed by contracts to ship about 159,033 tons to foreigners by the end of 
1987. [Summary] [Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 G¥T 19 Jul 87 BK) 
/12232 


GOVERNMENT REVENUE, EXPENDITURE--The Finance Ministry has reported on the 
government’s revenue and expenditures during the first 9 months of the 1987 
fiscal year. From October 1986 to June 1987, total revenue was 171,141.1 
million baht, while expenditures totaled 136,971.1 million baht in income 
earnings, and 34,171 million baht in loans. The expenditures comprised 
99,692.4 million baht in administrative costs, 10,890.9 million baht in loan 
repayments, and 26,340.2 million baht in interest and loan management 
payments. At the beginning of the current fiscal year, loans acquired by the 
Finance Ministry amounted to 34,170 million baht, whereas debt repayment was 
10,890.9 million baht. [Summary] [Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0530 GT 
19 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


AID FOR BORDER VILLAGERS--The Thai Armed Forces have received 4 million baht 
in aid from the UN Development Program to help Thai border villagers affected 
by fighting along the Thai-Cambodian border. A UN press release said the 
money, given to Supreme Command Chief of Staff Air Chief Marshal Thuanthong 
Yot-awut last week, will be spent to assist the Interior Ministry’s 
development projects being implemented in seven border provinces. [Excerpt] 
{Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 21 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


UK MINE TRAINING SYSTEM ORDERED--The government has ordered versatile exercise 
mine systems, known in short as VEMS, worth 9 million pounds sterling from the 
Naval and Electronics System Division of British Aerospace. The mines, which 
collect data and can be recovered and reprogrammed, will be used for 
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evaluation purposes, including the Thai Navy’s mine countermeasure operations. 
VEMS was designed and developed by British Aerospace, the United Kingdom 
aircraft, defense equipment, and space systems organization. It has been 
adopted as the NATO’s standard exercise mines. The mine can be programmed to 
simulate any existing or anticipated seabed mines and can remain unattended on 
the seabed for up to 6 months which enables exercise data from numerous trials 
to be recorded before it is recovered for reuse. [Text] [Bangkok Domestic 
Service in English 0000 GT 24 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


INDONESIAN NAVAL DELEGATION--Indonesian Navy Chief of Staff Admiral R. Kasenda 
and his seven-man party, accompanied by Navy Commander Admiral Thada 
Ditthabanchong, today paid a courtesy call on Defense Minister Air Chief 
Marshal Phaniang Kantrarat. The Indonesian naval delegation is currently 
paying a visit to Thailand as guests of the Thai Navy. After the meeting, the 
defense minister conferred the Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most 
Noble of the Crown of Thai on the Indonesian naval chief during the ceremony 
held at Surasak Montri Hall. [Text] [Bangkok Television Service in Thai 1300 
GMT 27 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


BURMESE BORDER SURVEY--Thailand and Burma have started a joint survey of the 
24-km section of the Mae Sai-mae Ruak River to collect data for use in 
demarcation of their river frontier. The survey follows a resolution made in 
January this year by a Thai-Burmese joint commission chaired by foreign 
ministers of the two countries. The commission agreed to the setting up of a 
joint survey team to demarcate a fixed border unaffected by changes in the 
courses of the two rivers. The technical party of the joint commission also 
entrusted the thai side with the task of conducting an aerial mapping after 
which a territorial demarcation will be launched. The joint survey team met 
for the first time in May with satisfactory results. Project directors of 
both sides met early this month in northern Thailand to iron out final details 
before the survey began on 8 July. [Summary] [Bangkok Domestic Service in 
English 0000 GMT 28 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


RICE EXPORT FIGURES--China remained the largest buyer of Thai rice in the 
first half of this year, purchasing some 300,000 tons. Iran ranked second 
with 266,000 tons. Both countries made purchases on commercial and 
government-to-government terms. The Foreign Trade Department reported that so 
far this year Thailand had exported 2.4 million tons of rice worth over 10,000 
million baht to more than 100 countries. [Text] [Bangkok Domestic Service in 
English 0000 G¥T 28 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


BOAT PEOPLE ARRIVALS--A total of 361 boat people--355 Vietnamese and 6 
Kampucheans--arrived on Thai shores between 16 June to 1‘'6 July, a southern 
provincial official said yesterday. The official quoted Thai Navy statistics 
as saying that 28 boats carrying 233 Vietnamese and 6 Kampucheans landed in 
thailand’s southeasternmost Trat Province bordering Kampuchea during the 
month. According to United Nations High Commission for refugees statistics, 
5,301 boat people landed on Thailand’s southern beaches during the first 6 
months of this year, compared with total of 4,390 for the whole of 1986. 
[Summary] [Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1500 27 Jul 87 BK] 
/12232 
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TRADE WITH LAOS--Nong Khai Provincial Commerce Officer Somphon Yuttithan 
reported that trade exchanges between Thailand and Laos during the first 5 
months of this year were 210.7 million baht worth with Thailand enjoying a 
trade surplus of 190.7 million baht. The increase in trade volume, compared 
with the same period last year, was because Laos still needed imports, in 
particular of construction material, spare parts, and electric goods, for its 
several projects underway. The increase was also due to thailand’s lifting of 
controls on goods for export to Laos leaving only 61 items still under 
control. [Summary] [Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0000 GMt 27 Jul 87 BK} 
/12232 


ANNOUNCEMENT ON EX-MINISTERS’S DUTIES--His majesty the king has graciously 
issued royal commands appointing Chirayu Itsarangkun na Ayutthaya an 
additional member of the Crown Property Committee effective today, dismissing 
Phunphoem Krairoek from the post of secretary general of the Royal Household 
Bureau, and appointing Kaeokhwan Watcharothai, deputy secretary general of the 
Royal Household Bureau, as secretary general of the Royal Household. His 
majesty the king also graciously appointed Chirayu Itsarangkun na Ayutthaya as 
director of the Crown Property Bureau, succeeding Phunphoem Krairoek, who is 
unable to carry out his duties due to bad health. By royal command, Chirayu 
Itsarangkun na Ayutthaya will also concurrently serve in the vacant post of 
deputy secretary general of the Royal Household Bureau. [Text] [Bangkok 
Domestic Service in Thai 0530 G¥T 28 Jul 87 BK] /12232 


DROUGHT DAMAGES PADDY FIELDS--Twenty-three provinces have reported that more 
than 3.4 million rai [2.5 rai equal--1 acre] of paddy fields have been damaged 
by the prolonged drought, Anek Sitthiprasat, director general of the Local 
Administration Department, reported over the weekend. Anek said Lpburi and 
Ayatthaya are among the most severely affected provinces. Anek said all 
agencies concerned have been mobilized to provide assistance to the affected 
areas. [Excerpts] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 3 Aug 87 p 3 BK] /12232 


TRADE WITH FRG--Thailand has imported 68 percent more in baht value from West 
Germany during the first 5 months of this year compared with the same period 
last year. The exports to West Germany are 21 percent higher. Concerning 
Thailand’s exports to West Germany, precious stones (plus 44 percent), leather 
and leather goods (plus 31 percent) and rubber (plus 24 percent) recorded the 
highest increase rates while tapioca dropped down by 26 percent. The 
outstanding growth rates of import items from West Germany are sheet steel 
(plus 281 percent), motor vehicles (plus 111 percent) and electronical and 
electronic goods (plus 32 percent). The trade surplus in favour of Thailand 
shrank by 51 percent to 1.38 billion baht. Quoted in Deutschmark the figures 
look different. while Thailand’s imports from West Germany between January 
and MAy 1987 rose by 35 percent against the same period of the previous year, 
the exports shrank by 2 percent. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 5 Aug 
87 p 18 BK] /12232 


MINERAL EXPORT VALUE DECLINES--The export value of 25 major Thai minerals fell 
12 percent, to 2,329 million baht, in the first half of the year compared with 
the same period last year, the Department of Mineral Resources reported. 
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The export value of tin, the most important item, plunged 15 percent from the 
previous period to 1,507 million baht, but continued to lead the way in terms 
of foreign exchange earnings, accounting for 65 percent of total income from 
‘mineral exports. The export value of zinc in the period declined to 179.3 
million baht form 345.9 million baht in the previous period, while the export 
value of lead increased slightly to 110.2 million baht from 107.4 million baht 
in the first half of 1986. [Excerpt] [Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 5 Aug 
87 p 13 BK] /12232 


AID TO AILING COMPANIES--The C.!)::.et yesterday approved a proposal of the 
Finance Ministry to amend its r. =. ions for finance, securities and credit 
financier companies which currently face problems to apply for permission to 
operate additional business. Those eligible to apply for permission are 
companies which have not been penalized during the past 24 months, except for 
those related to management and operation improvement under a package of 
rescue measures by the Bank of thailand. Each firm must have at east 100 
million baht of capital fund. Finance companies with less than that much of 
capital fund must have at lease 60 million baht of paid-up registered capital. 
They are required to increase their capital by 20 million baht for each 
additional business. [Excerpts] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 5 Aug 87 p 25 
BK) /12232 


NEW ZEALAND AIR ACOORD--In a short ceremony yesterday, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs David Lange and Thai Ambassador Sukho Suwansiri 
signed an air services agreement between New Zealand and Thailand, in 
Wellington. The agreement opens the way for Thai Airways International to 
begin a weekly DC10-30 service between Auckland and Bangkok on 5 December 
1987. The prime minister warmly welcomed the new air link which he said was a 
further illustration of the government’s commitment to enhancing rights 
between Auch!iand and Bangkok, the agreement grants a New Zealand airline the 
right to carry traffic beyond Bangkok to the Middle East and to points in 
Europe, including Frankfurt and London. In return, Thai International will be 
able to fly beyond New Zealand to two points in the South Pacific. While Air 
New Zealand has no immediate plans to fly into Bangkok, the possibility is 
there for the airline to operate through Asia to Europe as an alternative to 
its existing services through North America. [Excerpts] [Bangkok THE NATION 
in English 6 Aug 87 p 25 BK] /12232 


NEW ZEALAND VISA ACOORD--The draft agreement allowing Thais and New Zealanders 
to stay in the other country without having to apply for an entry visa for 3 
months was approved by the Cabinet yesterday. The agreement has been recently 
concluded after the negotiation between the foreign ministries of the two 
countries. [Text] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 6 Aug 87 p 5 BK) /12232 


JAPANESE AID FOR DROUGHT--As of last Monday, [3 August] about 16.4 million rai 
(about 2.62 million hectares) of farmland in Thailand have been damaged by the 
drought, according to a summary report of the Agriculture Ministry released 
yesterday. The drought has hurt agriculture in 40 provinces (15 in the North, 
14 in the Northeast, and 11 in the Central Region). Meanwhile, the United 
States and Japan have reportedly offered assistance to help Thailand solve the 
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drought problem in the northeast. MP Direk Lakkham (Democrat, Udon Thani) who 
is chairman of the House ad hoc committee on the drought problem said that the 
two countries have offered assistance to Thailand through the Department of 
Economic and Technical Cooperation. He said that Japan through the Japanese 
International Cooperation Agency pledged to provide Thailand with equipment 
worth about 500 million baht to be used in the govermment’s drought relief 
operations. [Excerpts] [Bangkok THE NATION in English 6 Aug 87 p 6 BK} 
/12232 
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MILITARY VIETNAM 


DEFENSE MINISTER GREETS ANGOLAN COUNTERPART 
BK310740 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 29 Jul 87 


{Text} On the occasion of the 13th anniversary of the Angolan Army Day, 

1 August 1974-87, Senior General Le Duc Anh, our defense minister, sent a 
message to Colonel General Pedro Maria Tonha, Angolan defense minister. The 
message says: 


We are very happy over the glorious victories which you have won in many 
fields of national construction and defense. The Angolan Army and people have 
successively smashed all the sinister plots and acts of sabotage by South 
African apertheid and other U.S.-fostered reactionary forces to firmly defend 
the revolutionary gains. These victories have enhanced the international 
prestige of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola and the People's 
Republic of Angola with each passing day, thus helping promote the struggle 
for national independence, peace, and stability in southern Africa and the 
world. 


On the occasion of this glorious day, I sincerely wish the Angolan people and 
their liberating armed forces continue to achieve more and greater victories 
for their revolutionary cause. May the militant solidarity and fraternal 
friendship between the peoples and revolutionary armed forces of our two 
countries be increasingly consolidated and developed. 


/9599 
CSO: 4200/771 
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CONTENTS OF MAY 1987 ISSUE OF TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 


BK161136 Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN May 87 p 72 


[Text] 1. Lieutenant General Nguyen Nam Khanh article: “Enhance the Quality 
of Party Members, Purify the Party, and Enhance the Party's Fighting Strength" 
calling for practical preparations for the launching of the party purification 
campaign, listing major objectives of political drive aimed at improving the 
quality of party cadres and members in the armed forces. (pp 1-10) 





2. Lieutenant General Nguyen The Bon article: "Renovate the Content of 
Detachment Training to Suit Combat Duties" stressing the need to adapt military 
training programs of each army detachment to its battlefield conditions, 
emphasizing the importance of developing soldiers’ fighting skills according 
to requirements of specific theaters of operation. (pp 11-17, 25) 


3. Colonel Pham Chi Nhan article: “On the Military Legacy of President Ho 
Chi Minh" expounding on three major concepts that serve as the underpinnings 
of Ho Chi Minh's military thoughts: nationwide armed insurrection, people's 
war, and people's armed forces. (pp 18-25) 


4. Major General Bui Cong Ai article: "The Commander With Research on Military 
Art" stressing that conducting research on military art is an important duty of 
military commanders and an objective demand of the new situation and tasks of 
the Vietnamese revolution. (pp 26-31, 38) 


5. Colonel Nguyen Dam article: “Carry Out Renovation in the Construction 
Military Corps to Raise the Quality of Construction Projects" saying that the 
construction corps of VPA should seek to improve its work by enhancing their 
sense of responsibility of its members, applying scientific and technical 
innovations, improving organizational and managerial activities, and making 
better use of cadres and workers. (pp 32-38) 


6. Colonel Tran Minh Bac article: “Renovating Military Art Information Work 
to Contribute to Renovating Military Thinking" urging that greater attention 
be tiven to the dissemination of information in the field of science and 
technology in the armed forces. (pp 38-43) 
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7. Colonel Nguyen Hnu Lang article: “Renovate the Work Style of Political 
Cadres" listing steps to follow to make political cadres’ work more effective: 
conduct necessary research, uphold principles and discipline, strictly 
implement party resolutions, and draw experience from past work. (pp 44-48, 
63) 


8. “Research” section presenting article ly Major Nguyen Si Hung: “Some 
Psychological Problems in Ensuring Flying Safety" discussing the important 
role of psychology in improving flying safety among air force personnel. 
(pp 49-57, 10) 


9. “Fraternal Countries” Armed Forces section presenting article by Marshal 
of Soviet Union Sokolov: "Renovation and Reform in the Soviet Armed Forces” 
published in PRAVDA (date not given) to mark the 69th Soviet army and navy day, 
23 February 1987; translated by Tran Trong. (pp 58-63) 


10. Colonel Arafonov article: “Basic Party Organizations Are the Spearhead 
of Renovation and Reform" published in Krasnaya Zvezda (date not given) and 
translated by Ming Tam. (pp 64-66, 70) 


ll. “Foreign Military Documents" section presenting article by Tran Trong: 
"When the Most Amiable Peopoe Embark on ‘Self-Defence Counterattacks'" 
refuting PRC mass media portrayal of Chinese PLA soldiers engaged in military 
operations against SRV as the “most amiable people of the 1980's." (pp 
67-70) 


/9738 
CSO: 4200/781 
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MILITARY VIETNAM 


WAR INVALIDS DAY OBSERVED--To mark the 40th anniversary of War Invalids Day, 
Le Quang Dao, chairman of the National Assembly; Huynh Tan Phat, chairman of 
the Vietnam Fatherland Front; Nguyen Van Quang, deputy minister of labor, var 
invalids, and social welfare; and other local officials visited and laid 
wreaths at the Hanh Duong-con Dao cemetary in the Vung Tau-con Dao Special 
Zone. [Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 27 Jul 87 BK] 
/9599 


LAO GIFT TO TROOPS--On 27 July a Lao National Defense Ministry delegation led 
by Brigadier General Chanko, head of the inspection committee of the LPA, paid 
a visit and presented gift to Vietnamese wounded and ailing soldiers who are 
undergoing treatment in Vientiane. Brigadier General Chanko highly appraised 
the contributions made by Vietnamese officers and combatants to the Lao 
revolution. He wished the wounded and ailing Vietnamese soldiers a quick 
recovery. Earlier the Lao National Defense Ministry delegation visited a 
number of Vietnamese volunteer troop units which are performing their 
international obligation in Laos. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 1100 GMT 28 Jul 87 BK] /9599 


CSO: 4200/771 
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SOVIET LAND, WATER RESOURCES DELEGATION VIS‘7TS 







BKO11315 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 30 Jul 87 


{Text} At the invitation of the Vietnamese minister of water conservancy, 
a delegation of the Soviet Ministry of Land Reclamation and Water 
Resources led by its minister, Comrade Vasilyev, member of the CPSU 
Central Committee, paid an official visit to Vietnam from 14-20 July. 








During its stay in Vietnam, the delegation was received by Chairman Pham Hung. 
The delegation visited the system of flash-flood control dikes and projects 
on the Red River and toured a number of farmland irrigation projects 

in Hanoi's outskirts and in Ha Nam Ninh Province. The delegation also 
visited a number of water conservancy sites in Hau Giang Province. 








The delegation highly valued the role of water conservancy in tropical 
agricultural development in the Red and Mekong river deltas. It was 
highly impressed by what Vietnam has achieved in water conservancy. 













In Ho Chi Minh City, on 20 July, the Vietnamese minister of water 
conservancy and the Soviet minister of land reclamation and water resources 
held talks and signed an agreement on scientific and technical cooperation 
between the Soviet Union and Vietnam in the field of water conservancy 

and soil improvement. They also signed a document on questions 

regarding the broadening of cooperation (? between the two ministries), 

thus opening up a new stage of cooperation om a sector-to-sector basis 

in accordance with the policy guidelines of the parties and states 

of Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 
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NEW AGRO-FORESTRY POLICIES PUBLISHED IN NORTH 
0W030749 Hanoi VNA in English 0720 GMT 3 Aug 87 


[Text] Hanoi 3 Aug (VNA)--New policies have been made published in the 
northern border province of Cao Bang to stimulate agriculture and forestry 
and reduce state subsidies to the agro-forestry cooperatives. 


Under the new regulations, the cooperatives in the province can locate 3-4 
percent more land to the big families undwr the current product-based contract 
systen. 


The district authorities may assign the forest land to the families for 
exploitation during an unspecified period of time and their inheritance 
right is recognized by writ. 


After meeting their procurement quota the cooperatives are entitled to 
devote 10 percent of their output to stock breeding. This and all the 
spendings on welfare, reserve and bonuses should not exceed 50 percent 

of the total food output [of] the co-op. The rest must be distributed to 
the farmers according to their working days so as to ensure that they could 
get at least 30 percent of profits after all accounts are tabulated. 

The spendings on management should not exceed four percent of the amount 
distributed to the farmers. 


Every year votes of confidence will be held for each of the managerical 
cadres. Their remuneration (payment in kind) will be proportional to the 
number of votes received. 


Special preferential treatment will be applied to scientific and 
technological workers who are assigned to the co-ops. Retired government 
employees elected to the managerial committee will enjoy all the rights 
and interests of the co-op cadres. 


/12624 
CSO: 4200/772 
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ECONOMIC VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


RICE PLANTING RATE--On 31 Juiy NHAN DAN frontpaged a report saying that 

as of 25 July, the country as a whole had put 2.45 million hectares under 
summer-fall and 10th month rice. Provinces from Ha Nam Ninh southward have 
planted 877,000 hectares of summer-fall rice, attaining more than 94 percent 
of the planned target. This is 15,000 hectares less than in the same period 
lsat year. [Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 31 Jul 87 
BK] /12624 


POWERPLANT BLUEPRINTS--Ir this week's issue, TUOI TRE reports that on 29 July 
the Ministry of Energy and the Electricity Generating Corporation presented 
blueprints for the building of the 400,000 KW Ham Thuan hydroelectric 
powerplant to Comrade Vo Van Kiet, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers. 
Construction of the plant will begin in 1988 and will be completed by the 

end of 1995. [Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 100 GMT 

31 Jul 87 BK] /12624 


SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY--In order to satisfactorily implement the variors 
agreements on shipbuilding between our country and other CEMA member 
countries, the Union of Shipbuilding Enterprises has conducted a survey 
of the capacity of various shipyards throughout the country in order to 
modernize their production chains. This is to enable them to manufacture 
marine engine parts for export. Technical and quality standards set by 
CEMA for machine products have also been applied by the union. [Summary] 
[Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 31 Jul 87 BK] /12624 
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SOCIAL VIETNAM 


PROGRAM FOR REEDUCATING JUVENILE DELINQUENTS 
0WO70935 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Hanoi, 7 Jul (VNA)--Among the 8,340 leavers of the agricultural- 
industrial schools for young delinquents run by the Ministry of Interior, 87 
have been admitted into the Communist Party of Vietnam and more than 200 have 
joined the army. Most of the rest have found stable jobs in industrial 
enterprises, construction sites, or agricultural cooperatives. 


At a recent conference sponsored by the Ministry of Interior to review the 
education of juvenile delinquents, most speakers underlined this important 
truth: all delinquents, including criminals, can be reeducated if the 
families, mass organizations and schools effectively combine their efforts and 
parallel cultural and moral education with vocational education and productive 
activities. They also stressed the need first to understand them and inquire 
into every aspect of their life and environment. Realities have shown that in 
general, they are prompted by motives much simpler than those of adults. Some 
wanted to “outclass" their friends, some were driven to criminal acts by their 
unhappy family life, others by acquired noxious habits such as smoking and 
drinking. Of the 624 cases in the study group, 82 percent were smokers, 70 
percent drinkers, 72 percent were addicted to coffee, and 90 percent couldn't 
do without a cup of strong tea every now and then. 


The social environment also left deep imprints on the formation and 
development of their personality. Eighty percent of the 500 young brought to 
the re-education schools of the Ministry of Interior committed offences to 
various extents by emulating their friends’ examples. Fifty-two percent of 
the young offenders brought to the Xuan An school from the Ist, 4th, Binh 
Thanh, and Tan Binh Districts of Ho Chi Minh City belonged to this category. 
Some were recognized leaders of street gans who wielded formidable power over 
the gangsters. The adult criminals are also largely responsible for the 
perdition of many. 


The educational program of the general education schools should devote and 
appropriate time to moral education. Party and administrative organs at all 
levels while working out their programs of actions should also give due 
concern to the question of caring for and educating children. 


/9599 
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BRIEFS 


TOURISTS’ LUGGAGE REGISTRATION--The Ho Chi Minh City Customs Department 
recently announced that effective 22 June, when leaving the city, apart from 
their luggage, foreign tourists and overseas Vietnamese will not have to 
obtain permission for bringing out goods and souvenir items bought in 

Vietnam directly from the city Customs Department as in the past. Instead, 
they will complete all the necessary procedures right at their ports of 
entry. At these ports of entry, they will buy the export declaration and 
registration forms. Goods bought with foreign currency from INTERSHOP (with 
invoices furnished by the shop) will be exempt from taxes. Goods bought 

on the black market will be subject to export taxation at 

50 percent of their value. All regulations concerning goods that are not 
allowed for export and goods that are allowed for export in accordance with 
Decision No 516-TCHQ-PC dated 27 April 1987 of the Customs General Department 
remain in force. Lists of goods that are not allowed for export and goods 
that are allowed conditionally for export are publicly posted up at all ports 
of entry. [Text] [Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 24 Jun 87 
p 11 /9599 
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